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First Presidency Message




Small Acts of Service




By President Spencer W. Kimball


 




 

[image: Spencer W. Kimball]
In these days of selfishness, what is the most important contribution we can make? Our prophet answers …

Small Acts of Service


When I was stake president in Arizona, I was the highest authority in that immediate area, and consequently, there came to me a never-ending line of people with problems. As I struggled for proper answers to them, I found that by general conference time, I was almost mentally and spiritually exhausted. I felt like a sponge that had been squeezed until it was dry and vacuum-like. Then, we would come to Salt Lake to conference and, after the many sessions here, I would return to Arizona still like the sponge, but one that was heavy with wetness and was dripping.



I have learned that it is by serving that we learn how to serve. When we are engaged in the service of our fellowmen, not only do our deeds assist them, but we put our own problems in a fresher perspective. When we concern ourselves more with others, there is less time to be concerned with ourselves. In the midst of the miracle of serving, there is the promise of Jesus, that by losing ourselves, we find ourselves. (See 
Matt. 10:39.)



Not only do we "find" ourselves in terms of acknowledging guidance in our lives, but the more we serve our fellowmen in appropriate ways, the more substance there is to our souls. We become more significant individuals as we serve others. We become more substantive as we serve others—indeed, it is easier to "find" ourselves because there is so much more of us to find!



George MacDonald observed that "it is by loving and not by being loved that one can come nearest to the soul of another." (
George MacDonald Anthology, Geoffrey Bles, London, 1970.) Of course, we all need to be loved, but we must be giving and not always receiving if we want to have wholeness in our lives and a reinforced sense of purpose.



Those who serve stand at different points in the process of life. Some here today serve bubbling Beehive girls at one end of the spectrum, while others of you have a stewardship that concerns sisters in the Special Interest program. Some of you here are helping to prepare priests to go on missions; others of you are working with Young Adults who have completed missions and are preparing for temple marriage and families. Wherever we serve and whomever we serve, however, it is important for us to get outside ourselves and to be genuinely interested in those God has given to us as part of our callings.



The challenges vary. Teenagers may sometimes appear bored with gospel discussion, even though they may be listening more than we suppose. A young teacher in the Aaronic Priesthood may feel he has all the time he needs to do everything. But a single Young Special Interest woman may be anxious about the passage of time when life does not seem to yield up the blessings of marriage, through no fault of her own, for she deeply desires to be married to a worthy man in the house of the Lord.



In working with teenagers, the challenges may be to have appropriate activities, but in trying to serve more mature adult members of the Church the challenge may not be solely to provide activities, but to help them change their attitudes toward the circumstances in which they find themselves.



Sometimes the solution is not to change our circumstance, but to change our attitude about that circumstance; difficulties are often opportunities for service. Someone has said that hell "is frozen in self-pity."



The following story I have used before, but because it seems to fit in this notch, may I repeat it?



"Dear Edgar:



"You told me of an experience you once had with a deer hunting companion in the High Uinta Mountains late one fall in bitter cold and stormy weather. Your companion had become lost, panicky, and exhausted from running over the mountainside. He had finally lain down under a pine tree, and by sheer luck you had come upon him before he froze to death. He was still conscious and could talk to you, but, in his numbed condition, claimed he was not cold at all. No amount of coaxing on your part could persuade him to get up and move around. He begged to be left alone, insisting he was perfectly comfortable and got sore when you dragged him to his feet and made him move. He really cussed you plenty, you said, when you at last in desperation picked up a stick and laid one or two across his back until he moved to get out of the reach of it. You had to drive him more than a mile like that, for every time you got sympathetic and eased up with the stick, he'd lie down again. Finally, however, you got him moving faster and faster to get out of the way of the stick and his blood warmed up and began circulating so when he could think clearly again he thanked you with tears in his eyes time and time again for using the stick and saving his life.



"I have the feeling since our conversation the other day that you, and hundreds of other good men like you, are in the same condition spiritually as your hunting companion was physically. You came home from your mission all enthused and for some reason you have grown cold. (I'll bet it's because of inactivity in the Church.) So cold you are numb, and can't think clearly in spiritual matters.



"More than likely you have gotten sore at your ward teachers because they would not leave you alone, and you've probably cussed (to their backs) your quorum president and your bishop because they would not go away and quit bothering you. Am I guessing correctly?"



One of the General Authorities has observed:



"If we are not careful, we can be injured by the frostbite of frustration; we can be frozen in place by the chill of unmet expectations. To avoid this we must—just as we would with arctic coldness—keep moving, keep serving, and keep reaching out, so that our own immobility does not become our chief danger."



We need to help those we seek to serve to know for themselves that God not only loves them, but he is ever mindful of them and of their needs. Surely God our Father and his Son Jesus Christ, who appeared to an Aaronic Priesthood-age youth, Joseph Smith, to give that lad instructions for all mankind, did not simply make a random appearance to a person on this planet. Rather, the Lord says that this appearance, which was precisely planned, occurred because "… I the Lord, knowing the calamity which should come upon the inhabitants of the earth, called upon my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and spake unto him from heaven, and gave him commandments." (
D&C 1:17.)



God does nothing by chance, but always by design as a loving father. You know his purpose. We have purpose also in our lives.



Surely such a loving Father in heaven, who gave commandments to prevent human misery, will not forget the needs of each of his children. William Law observed:



"It is said that the very hairs of your head are all numbered; is it not to teach us that nothing, not the smallest things imaginable, happen to us by chance? But if the smallest things we can conceive of are declared to be under the divine direction, need we, or can we, be more plainly taught that the greatest things of life, such as the manner of our coming into the world, our parents, the time, and other circumstances of our birth and condition, are all according to the eternal purposes, direction, and appointment of divine Providence?" (
A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, William Law, Sovereign Grace Publishers, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1971.)



God does notice us, and he watches over us. But it is usually through another person that he meets our needs. Therefore, it is vital that we serve each other in the kingdom. The people of the Church need each other's strength, support, and leadership in a community of believers as an enclave of disciples. In the Doctrine and Covenants we read about how important it is to "… succor the weak, lift up the hands which hang down, and strengthen the feeble knees." (
D&C 81:5.) So often, our acts of service consist of simple encouragement or of giving mundane help with mundane tasks, but what glorious consequences can flow from mundane acts and from small but deliberate deeds!



As the contrasts between the ways of the world and the ways of God become sharpened by circumstance, the faith of the members of the Church will be tried even more severely. One of the most vital things we can do is to express our testimonies through service, which will, in turn, produce spiritual growth, greater commitment, and a greater capacity to keep the commandments.



President Stephen L Richards said nearly 25 years ago something that I find challenging. He said:



"In spite of the prosaic and commonplace aspects of this subject, I have long been convinced, my brethren and sisters, that the most challenging, dramatic, and vital thing in our lives is this 'keeping the commandments.' It tests every fiber of our beings. It is at once a demonstration of our intelligence, our knowledge, our character, and our wisdom." (
Conference Report, October 1950.)



There is great security in spirituality, and we cannot have spirituality without service!



So often, however, what we need by way of encouragement to keep the commandments and to serve others is to simply be stirred in our memory by the Spirit concerning the things we already know, rather than receiving new inspiration and revelation. It has been said that "memory is the stomach of the soul," in that it receives, digests, and nourishes us. (
Donne's Prebend Sermons, Harvard University Press, 1971.) The Holy Ghost stirs our memory as well as our understanding. We must then do what we already know is right—the simple things, the straightforward things, and the specific things. This is one of the reasons why we, as Latter-day Saints, must live in a worthy manner so that we can have the influence of the Holy Ghost and have his constant companionship to guide us, to direct us. His guidance is far more important than the learning of techniques, although these can be helpful.



If you and I would be good leaders, we should reflect periodically on the qualities of those who have served, led, and taught us. If you were to select just two or three individuals in your life who have been most influential, what specifically did they do that was helpful to you at critical or important times in your life?



On reflecting for a few moments, you are apt to conclude that such a person really cared for you, that he or she took time for you, or that he or she taught you something you needed to know. Reflect now upon your performance, as I do on my own, as to whether or not we now embody in our own ministry those same basic attributes. It is less likely in stirring through one's memories that someone will be remembered because that individual was particularly influential because of a technique. Most often someone has served and helped us by giving us love and understanding, by taking time to assist us, and by showing us the way through the light of their own example. I cannot stress enough, therefore, the importance of our doing these same things for those who now depend upon us, just as we have depended upon others to serve us in the past by special leadership and special teaching.



If we focus on simple principles and simple acts of service, we will see that organizational lines soon lose some of their significance. Too often in the past, organizational lines in the Church have become walls that have kept us from reaching out to individuals as completely as we should. We will also find as we become less concerned with getting organizational or individual credit that we will become more concerned with serving the one whom we are charged to reach. We will also find ourselves becoming less concerned with our organizational identity and more concerned with our true and ultimate identity as a son or daughter of our Father in heaven and helping others to achieve the same sense of belonging.



In this connection, we must never lose sight of Jesus Christ as our grand example. Jesus said in his instructions to the Nephite disciples:



"Therefore, hold up your light that it may shine unto the world. Behold I am the light which ye shall hold up—that which ye have seen me do. …"(
3 Ne. 18:24.)



In that same instruction, Jesus noted how he sought to draw men to him and how he permitted the Nephite multitude to touch and see his resurrected body. In a much less sacred sense, though still in a significant and firsthand way, the devoted, orthodox leader can permit those whom she or he seeks to serve to touch and see the power and authenticity of the gospel of Jesus Christ.



It is interesting to note that since Jesus is the "light" which we want to hold up, how many reminders of him have been placed appropriately before us: the name of the Church, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; the blessings on the sacrament; the baptismal prayer; and the manner in which one prays, "In the name of Jesus Christ." Because his name is so sacred, we need to be prudent and careful in the manner in which we use that name and make reference to it, but we should ever hold up our Elder Brother as the grand example, for this is his church and it bears his name and is also built upon his gospel.



Thus, we have gathered together from out of a selfish world to speak of service. Some observers might wonder why we concern ourselves with such simple things in a world surrounded by such dramatic problems. Yet, one of the advantages of the gospel of Jesus Christ is that it gives us perspective about the people on this planet, including ourselves, so that we can see the things that truly matter and avoid getting caught up in the multiplicity of lesser causes that vie for the attention of mankind.



There is, moreover, not only a striking simplicity about the theme of this conference; there is an urgency about it as well.



We are told that society in the last days would display some of the social symptoms that existed in the time of Noah. We have very few adjectives that describe Noah's contemporaries, but his neighbors were apparently very "disobedient" to the commandments of God, and the earth was "corrupt" and, significantly, society was then "filled with violence." (See 
Gen. 6:11.) Violence and corruption usually occur because of selfishness. In a time like this, how fitting it is that our theme should focus on service to our fellowmen!



In our day, those who keep the commandments will be set apart from the world, just as surely as Noah was by his seemingly strange act of building an ark even before the floods came. As we strive to serve by doing simple, mundane things, and as we strive to keep the commandments of God in our day, we will no doubt meet some of the same kind of ridicule that came to Noah and his party of eight before it began to rain and kept on raining.



Noah's neighbors simply could not understand the urgency of the task Noah had undertaken. Neither should we expect many others to understand our sense of urgency about simple things like family, chastity, and doing missionary work!



[photos] Photography by Royce A. Bair and Frank Gale
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Sunday School is everybody's business! It is also everybody's responsibility. Everyone needs it, and all should have it.



It creates stronger homes and better citizens. It develops faith where previously there was no faith, and it strengthens the testimonies of those who already believe.



It is an inspired organization, not only in its inception, but also in its present operation. It can be a mighty saving power in the lives of all who attend.



But there are many who do not realize this. Many have not yet awakened to the fact that a knowledge of God and obedience to him are required for their salvation.



There are those, even among our own members, who seem to think that their Church membership alone will qualify them for the realms above and that they can merely drift into the kingdom of heaven. Many there are who never yet have learned enough about the gospel to enlist their interest, not to mention their becoming excited about it.



These people must be aroused to the importance of the message we bear. But they can only be thus awakened by learning about the gospel, by studying its message, and by catching a glimpse of their true relationship to God.



Sunday School can provide all this.



The Savior taught that salvation is the greatest gift of God. But it cannot be obtained without labor, and no one can be saved in ignorance.



We need to know God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. We must learn of him, and take his yoke upon us. We must gain knowledge of him and his work from the best books, by study, and also by faith.



There are many of us who are asleep spiritually. Too many of us are like some who live in the shadows of the temple but never go there. A great light has broken out in their midst and they see it not. Why?



Because they have not yet developed the perception that study of the gospel alone will give. A great message has been delivered to them, and they hear it not. Why?



Because their ears have not been tuned to the whisperings of the Spirit. They are deaf to the most important message in the world. Can they be awakened?



They can. And by whom?



By every active member of this Church. And how?



By making the gospel a reality in their lives. Then how does the Sunday School fit into this?



By better qualifying every worker in the Church in all organizations, and by providing the spiritual nourishment that will bring about a glorious readjustment in the lives of those not now receiving it.



And how is Sunday School to achieve all this? Let us talk first about the family.



Salvation should come to all on a family basis. What can the Sunday School do to help accomplish this? The Sunday School is a family organization. Its courses are planned for the entire family, from those of preschool age, to the youth, to the young adults, and to the older ones of all subsequent ages.



Brothers and sisters, understand this: Sunday School is a family organization which brings systematic study of the gospel to every father, mother, and child. And doesn't every family need it?



In the epistle of James we read: "… Shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works." (
James 2:18.)



James might very well have said also, "Show me thy conversion without a study of the gospel, and I will show thee my conversion with a study of the gospel."



Many families do not know how to study. Modern electronic entertainment has largely banished the enjoyment of books from most households. But Sunday School can bring gospel study back again. If families will study the gospel systematically in Sunday School classes, and also use those well-prepared texts at home, in home evening, and otherwise, a whole new light will come into the family.



The gospel will have added meaning in their lives. Prayer will become significant to them.



Harmony will be reestablished in place of quarreling and bickering.



And a desire to serve God will arise in their hearts such as they never have had before. It will be conversion, and without conversion there is no salvation.



A recent survey in the Church indicates that many parents do not teach their children the gospel because they say they do not know how to teach. But they can learn to teach. Where? In Sunday School. Our Sunday School teachers are trained in good teaching methods by a development program now used throughout the Church. They teach well, as instructed in that program.



Parents may observe their teaching methods as they themselves attend Sunday School classes and then go to their homes and use the same methods with their children. All parents may thus learn to teach in their families.



How else may the Sunday School help the family? Through the home teachers. The home teachers themselves may become more spiritual and better informed by going to Sunday School, but further than that, they may bring the families in their districts to Sunday School and thus develop greater spirituality among them.



Home teachers should use the Sunday School as an instrument for building greater spirituality among the families they visit. So, Sunday School is for home teachers also.



How else is Sunday School a help to families? It assists them in obeying one of the great laws of the Lord: the observance of a sacred Sabbath. By attending our Sunday meetings we better observe the Sabbath and thereby better serve the Lord.



The Lord commands us to come to the house of prayer on Sunday and learn of him, and offer up our oblations to him. To paraphrase the Epistle of James once more, that scripture might also have said, "Show me thy Sabbath observance without going to your Sunday meetings, and I will show you my Sabbath observance by attending Sunday School and Sacrament meetings."



How else does Sunday School serve the Church? It helps the stake and fulltime missionaries by providing the Gospel Essentials class, where basic gospel teachings are given to all investigators and converts to the Church.



Therefore, it is a strong factor in the conversion of our new members.



Sunday School, you see, then, is vital in missionary work. Again we may say that Sunday School is everybody's business.



And how—whom else does it serve? It helps every elder and prospective elder and the families of those brethren by teaching basic gospel principles to them and thus building faith in their hearts.



Sunday School can become an instrument for all elders quorum presidencies in reactivating their people who now are inactive. And since elders are home teachers in the homes of these people, they may do as we have already suggested, and help the program of the Sunday School completely cooperate with the home teaching effort.



Elders, how can you successfully reactivate inactive families without Sunday School? It is one of your most valuable tools—use it to the maximum.



And what about the high priests? Brethren, do as the elders and seventies do—use Sunday Schools as a revitalizing agent for spirituality among your members and among the widows of your departed members and among the aged and infirm. Strengthen the weak, cheer up the sorrowful, add to the knowledge and talents of those who are already strong by the spiritual power of Sunday School.



Nothing succeeds like united effort. Therefore, all active members of the Church should join hands and work unitedly toward full attendance of all Church members at Sunday School.



Since all organizations of the Church are working with the same families, seeking to bring salvation to those families, would it not be entirely appropriate for all organizations to urge their members to go to Sunday School?



Should the Relief Society urge its members to go to Sunday School? By all means! Women who take their families to Sunday School will be better Relief Society workers.



Can the Aaronic Priesthood, Young Women, and Primary appropriately do likewise? Definitely yes! Young people who go to Sunday School are better Aaronic Priesthood and Young Women members and better Primary members.



So Sunday School is everybody's business!



The home and the Church are a divine combination. Nothing else is as effective in the development of good citizenry. Nothing else can take their place in the salvation of our souls.



Is there a greater stabilizing force for young and old alike?



No matter how brilliant a person may be, no matter how well he may be trained in a secular sense, he must receive the inspiration of sincere religious conviction if he is to be protected from the ideology of materialism which is so rampant in the world and which leads to moral irresponsibility, lawlessness, and personal destruction.



You will be interested to hear a report from one of the large Protestant denominations which says that 85 percent of the conversions to that particular faith result from Sunday School instruction. The report concluded: "The greatest technique of evangelism in the 20th century is not revivalism; but Sunday School." (
Time, December 7, 1962, p. 52.)



The 
Millennial Star records the counsel of the Church to its people:



"Let the Elders gather the people together, old and young, every Sabbath Day … and teach them the first principles of the Gospel of Christ … and practice what they preach on the Sabbath and six other days in each week, even unto the end, and they will find it a very profitable school, and receive a glorious reward for their labours." (
Millennial Star, August 1840, vol. 1, pp. 95–96.)



The Lord has told us plainly that only those who are valiant in the testimony of Jesus will inherit celestial glory. It is the valiant who keep their testimonies aglow, and this they do by constant activity in the Church and continuous study of the gospel.



This points up our great responsibility to those who are not valiant now, and who are not keeping their testimonies bright, and who therefore jeopardize their souls' salvation.



We are as saviors on Mount Zion. We must seek after the lost sheep. We must teach them and instruct them and rekindle in their hearts a thirst for the knowledge of God. We must consider ourselves as missionaries to convert them.



Brethren and sisters, we charge you with the importance of attending and participating in the Sunday School of your ward. In a very real sense you are shepherds of the flock, and Sunday worship is one of your great responsibilities.



The Lord says the thing that will be of most worth to us will be to bring souls unto him. This is our divinely given assignment.



Is there a better way to do this than through family togetherness, where the family is truly a family in the home, where the gospel is lived in the home, and where the entire family will come together to the ward on Sunday and there worship the Lord their God? Sunday worship is everybody's responsibility.



There is no better way to stimulate the incentive to study the gospel than in well-organized classes in Sunday School, where a regular curriculum is followed and where continuity of subjects gives young and old a proper concept of the gospel.



The glory of God is intelligence. To attend Sunday School regularly with our entire family is an intelligent effort on our part.



Sunday School is everybody's business.





Jones' Family Sunday School Attendance




DEC



JAN



FEB



MAR



Harold Jones—his scoutmaster picked him up for Sunday School. "I want you to be there with the rest of us."



Lorraine Jones—her Sunday School class president said, "Gee, I wish you'd been there for the lesson on prayer. Can't you come tomorrow?"



Margaret Jones—the visiting teachers commented, "We know how much you enjoy Relief Society. You'd love the Sunday School lessons, too."



Wilson Jones—the home teachers said, "Your family needs you with them at Church as much as they need you at home."



[photo] Family presentations on Fast Sundays help make Sunday School a "family organization." (Photograph by Frank Gale.)
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A variety of personalities and programs have left their imprint on the Latter-day Saint Sunday School since that December 125 years ago when Richard Ballantyne summoned neighborhood children to a Bible class in his home in the Salt Lake Valley.



The Sunday Schools—those in the Great Basin as well as those in the British Mission and Nauvoo—were mostly independent endeavors in the 1840s and '50s. All, however, sought to accomplish what has since become a major Sunday School objective: "Teach the gospel of Jesus Christ to all who may be reached by our efforts."



In answering the call to disseminate gospel instruction to members, the Sunday School has passed through four successive stages: (1) the pioneering years mentioned above; (2) unification, as the organization matured from 1865 until about 1890; (3) broadening of existing programs and paying fresh attention to improving gospel teaching during the next 40 years; and (4) coordination and correlation refinements since about 1930.



In the second phase, George Q. Cannon's influence induced the Sunday School to unify under central priesthood direction. Envisioning a cooperative network of local schools, the young apostle organized the Parent Sunday School Union in 1867. Soon renamed the Deseret Sunday School Union, this agency helped establish new Sunday Schools churchwide, issued circulars on procedures, and appointed recruitment missionaries to build enrollment. By 1872 membership topped 14,000.



Elder Cannon established the semi-monthly 
Juvenile Instructor to provide appropriate reading material for Latter-day Saint children; later, with others on the central Sunday School board, he issued maps, pictures, leaflets, and children's books. Brief lesson outlines gradually helped shift the focus from memorization to biography and history in the scriptures. By the late 1880s, "reading 'round" from the scriptures had given way to discussions and application of gospel topics.



In 1877 President Brigham Young approved music education (the ten-minute practice time) and sacrament for the children. Beginning in 1891, Ogden residents conducted classes at the territorial school for deaf-mutes and the blind.



In phase three, under the influence of such educators as Karl G. Maeser, Joseph M. Tanner, and David O. McKay, the Sunday School established formal teacher training courses. Beginning in 1892 as an experiment at Brigham Young Academy at Provo, Utah, these classes were soon part of every ward's Sabbath schedule. Innovative leaders in the 1890s also published comprehensive officers handbooks and conducted stake and general Sunday School conferences and model Sunday Schools. Stake boards were established soon after 1900 to help train local workers. By 1915 the Sunday School offered its own specially written teacher trainer manuals and was educating teachers for other auxiliaries and priesthood quorums.



The early twentieth century revealed other indications of the Sunday School's determination to make its teaching effective. Having previously moved from the one-room school to the graded class, the Sunday School now refined its grades, added kindergartens, instigated annual promotions, and embraced adult education. The Parents Class, designed to help parents fulfill teaching responsibilities in the home, first succeeded in the Ogden Utah Weber Stake (formerly Weber Stake) and was later authorized for Sunday Schools in 1906. Another important landmark was the development, a decade later, of a 16-year-long curriculum in Church scripture and history, with lesson textbooks replacing outlines.



The fourth period of Sunday School history, one of coordination and refinement, began early in the twentieth century with attempts to define overlapping jurisdictions of Church agencies. These curriculum reviews uniformly confirmed the Sunday School in its specialization: while other auxiliaries appropriately emphasized recreation, moral training, or cultural activity, the Sunday School served as the major vehicle for teaching Church history and doctrine.



In 1928, while President David O. McKay was Sunday School superintendent, a ten-year experiment in correlation began. Priesthood quorums and the Sunday School joined in a single two-hour meeting, the adults in a new Gospel Doctrine class and younger members in Aaronic Priesthood age groups. In 1934, the Church formally recognized Junior Sunday School as part of the program. The quarterly lesson manual also appeared in this experimental decade.



Even though the "Church Sunday School" experiment ended in 1937, the principle of priesthood correlation lingered, reasserting itself in the studies of the 1960s. Meanwhile, Sunday Schools in the 1940s and '50s coordinated enlistment work with priesthood quorums, created teachers' supplements by removing lesson departments from the 
Instructor, and diversified the adult curriculum by adopting genealogical training, reviving the Family Relations class, and introducing an Investigators course.



In 1971 
Russell M. Nelson was called as Sunday School president with counselors Joseph B. Wirthlin and Richard L. Warner, the "Deseret Sunday School Union" was renamed Sunday School, the presiding officer's title was changed from superintendent to president, and an eight-year correlated curriculum study of the scriptures for adults was started.



[photo] Turn of the century Sunday School class in Salt Lake City.



[photo] Sunday School lessons for parents published in 1908.


[bookmark: pop_001-03051_000_004] 

Glen M. Leonard is senior historical associate in the Church Historical Department.
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Heirs of David, Highly Favored, Guardians of Our Lord

The story of Mary and Joseph is beautifully told in the New Testament, but to appreciate it we must know something of their lives and recognize some special circumstances.



It is fundamental to know that Mary is the earthly mother of Jesus, and that Joseph is Mary's husband. Consider the implications of Mary and Joseph as the earthly parents and guardians of Jesus. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the Father in the spirit, his Only Begotten in the flesh, and the central theme of the scriptures. Prophets, beginning with Adam, testified of him and his mission. He was Jehovah in the premortal spirit existence, and was chosen by our Heavenly Father to be the Savior of mankind.



In his capacity as Savior, he represented the Father in all things pertaining to the salvation of man. He was the creator of worlds, and he personally visited ancient patriarchs and prophets to make gospel covenants with them. He was known and worshipped by Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, Nephi, Alma, and many others. He was mighty and powerful, all-wise and all-knowing, kind and merciful. He was and is the "Holy One of Israel," the God of the whole world.



Just as Jesus was selected for his redeeming mission in the premortal world, his prophets were also preappointed for their earthly missions, according to their faithfulness. (See 
Alma 13:2–10.) It was in the premortal life that faithful sons and daughters of God received their first lessons in righteousness and became followers of Jesus. Some were foreordained to be prophets; others no doubt were appointed to be the fathers, mothers, and wives of prophets.



There is no impropriety, then, in believing that Mary and Joseph were selected in those ancient councils by the Father to be the earthly guardians of Jesus. Mary was given the unique privilege and responsibility of bringing the great Jehovah into the world, in which he would obtain a body of flesh and bones, experience mortality, and continue his mission for the redemption of mankind.



The significance of this mortal birth was more critical than we often realize. It was not an experimental thing, nor an event that was optional in the plan of salvation. The coming of a part-divine part-mortal Jesus into the world, Son of Mary and Only Begotten of the Father, was an absolute necessity. The human family could be saved in no other way. Only the Lord himself, by coming into mortality, partaking of the nature of man, living a sinless life, atoning with his blood for the sins of men, dying, and rising from the dead with his physical body could bring about redemption. (See 
2 Ne. 9:9.)



The earliest scriptural allusion to Mary is found in the writings of Moses. The Father, speaking to the serpent in the Garden of Eden after the transgression of Adam and Eve, says: "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, between thy seed and her seed; and he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." (
Gen. 3:15.)



A direct reference to the Savior's earthly mother was made by Isaiah about 700 
B.C.: "… Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." (
Matt. 1:22–23.)



The Nephites communicated in even plainer language. About 600 years before the birth of Jesus, Nephi said:



"… I beheld the city of Nazareth; and in the city of Nazareth I beheld a virgin, and she was exceedingly fair and white.



"And it came to pass that I saw the heavens open; and an angel came down and stood before me. …



"And he said unto me: Behold, the virgin whom thou seest is the mother of the Son of God, after the manner of the flesh.



"And I looked and beheld the virgin again, bearing a child in her arms.



"And the angel said unto me: Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the Son of the Eternal Father!" (
1 Ne. 11:13–15, 18, 20–21.)



Later, 124 years before the birth of the Savior, King Benjamin explained that an angel had visited him and explained that the Redeemer should "be called Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Father of heaven and earth, the Creator of all things from the beginning; and his mother shall be called Mary." (
Mosiah 3:8.)



Still later, about 80 years before the Lord's birth, Alma taught the people: "And behold, he shall be born of Mary, at Jerusalem which is the land of our forefathers, she being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel, who shall be overshadowed and conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost, and bring forth a son, yea, even the Son of God." (
Alma 7:10.)



Such specific details about Mary couldn't have been known so long beforehand unless she had been appointed to that calling in the premortal life.



There is another factor inherent in the selection of the Lord's mortal parentage. He was to be born of the family of David, and be the heir to the throne of David. Hence he would literally be the king of the Jews by their own law. Isaiah touches upon this matter:



"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.



"Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever." (
D&C 113:1–2.)



Since Jesus was not begotten by mortal man, his descent from David would, by necessity, be through his mother. Thus, when Mary came to earth, she was born into that royal lineage so she could transmit it to her son Jesus. That Mary was of Davidic descent is plainly set forth in the scriptures. Jesus was frequently addressed as "Son of David"; he did not disclaim that title.



Paul made it clear that Jesus was of royal blood in his earthly lineage. To the Roman saints he wrote: "… Jesus Christ our Lord … was made of the seed of David according to the flesh." (
Acts 2:30.)



That Joseph also was descended from David is likewise set forth in the New Testament, which states that Joseph was of Bethlehem and "of the house and lineage of David." (
Luke 3:23–31.)



So Jesus, though not a blood descendant of Joseph, inherited legal status as a son of David through him.



At that time, the Jews were ruled by Rome, and the rights of the royal Davidic family were not recognized. Herod, king of the Jews by Roman appointment, was not even an Israelite.



"Had Judah been a free and independent nation, ruled by her rightful sovereign, Joseph the carpenter would have been her crowned king; and his lawful successor to the throne would have been Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." (
Jesus the Christ, p. 87.)



Of course, Mary lost the conscious memory of her premortal existence and appointment when she was born. But when the time drew near for the advent of the Only Begotten, Mary was born at the right time, in the right place, and in the precise lineage whereby she could fulfill her mission.



In Luke we find an account of the words of the visiting angel Gabriel to Mary as follows:



"… Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women … for thou hast found favour with God.



"And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.



"And he shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:



"And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end." (
Luke 1:28–33.)



A few days later, when visiting her cousin Elisabeth (who was soon to become the mother of John the Baptist), Mary said:



"… My soul doth magnify the Lord,



"And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.



"For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.



"For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.



"He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy;



"As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever." (
Luke 1:46–49, 54–55.)



Mary's words reveal her character and her knowledge of Israel's history. Mention of "low estate" probably has reference to the humble circumstances of her life. Although she and Joseph were heirs to the throne of Israel, they were not privileged to exercise that honor, and Joseph was apparently not a man of wealth or political status.



Although Mary didn't retain the memory of her high calling, we wonder how much the Spirit had whispered in her early years. Of great spiritual capacity and naturally inclined toward righteousness and meditation, she reflected her knowledge of the Old Testament and God's covenant and promises made to Israel. She was no doubt serious-minded, as befitting one called of God as she was. No doubt Mary was the product of years of obedience to the laws of the Lord, her mind and character molded by the Holy Ghost working in her since early childhood.



As Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Council of the Twelve has observed: "As there is only one Christ, so there is only one Mary. And as the Father chose the most noble and righteous of all his spirit sons to come into mortality as his Only Begotten in the flesh, so we may confidently conclude that he selected the most worthy and spiritually talented of all his spirit daughters to be the mortal mother of his Eternal Son." (Bruce R. McConkie, 
Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, Bookcraft, Inc., 1965, vol. 1, p. 85.)



Apocryphal writings of the early Christian era present a significant and recurring theme about a substantial period of spiritual preparation in Mary's life in the years before she conceived Jesus. They speak of her being tutored by angels and having other spiritual manifestations. (See Chapters 1 and 4–9, 
The Lost Books of the Bible, New York, The World Publishing Company, 1926. See also "The Gospel of Bartholomew," part 2, 
The Apocryphal New Testament, M. R. James, translator, Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 1969, pp. 170–72.) These manifestations were also said to have occurred prior to the visit of the Angel Gabriel.



Many details of these writings assuredly are not accurate; even so, the idea is probably correct that Mary received spiritual preparation and education for some time prior to the personal manifestation of the Father to her.



Though Jesus was the literal Son of God, as a young child he needed to be taught and cared for much like other children. This would be necessary because a veil was drawn over his mind at birth, temporarily obscuring memory of his premortal existence. Luke speaks of Jesus increasing in wisdom as a youth (
Acts 8:33.) This is also the position taken by Elder James E. Talmage: "Over his mind had fallen the veil of forgetfulness common to all who are born to earth, by which the remembrance of primeval existence is shut off." (
Jesus the Christ, pp. 111–112.) President J. Reuben Clark, Jr., also dealt with this concept in his 
"Wist Ye Not that I Must Be about My Father's Business?" (Deseret News Press, 1947, pp. 9–10, 12, 74, 81.) This factor could only make more intense the responsibility upon Mary and Joseph.



When we consider the strong influence that a mother has on the personality and attitude of a young child in the home, we sense the responsibility that our Heavenly Father gave Mary by entrusting her with the rearing of his chosen and Beloved Son. This would require the adequate training of Mary, both as a premortal spirit and as a young woman in mortality. Notwithstanding her preearth assignment, Mary would not have been worthy to bear the Son of God and give him a body of flesh and blood unless she was clean and pure in mortal life.



And what of Joseph? What kind of a person would the Father select as the husband of Mary and the guardian and earthly model for Jesus? The scriptures are not entirely silent, although direct references are few. Because the father is to teach correct principles by precept and example and be a counselor, we must conclude that our Heavenly Father made careful selection in his choice of Joseph. That Joseph was spiritually sensitive and of a kindly disposition is reflected in the scriptural record. He was susceptible to divine guidance through the ministrations of angels and by dreams (see 
Matt. 1:19). In addition, we would expect to find in Joseph certain moral, intellectual, and social qualities befitting his important assignment.



Mary and Joseph were careful to observe all the commandments that had been given them. The law of Moses required many performances and ordinances, including the rule that male children were to be circumcised when eight days of age as a token of the covenant the Lord made with Abraham. Furthermore, 40 days after the birth of a son (80 days in the case of a daughter), the mother was to offer a special sacrifice—a lamb or two turtledoves or pigeons.



The law also stipulated that firstborn male children were sanctified to the Lord and were to be presented to him, not in sacrifice, but to his service. (See 
Deut. 12:5–7, 11–14.)



The New Testament indicates that Joseph and Mary attended to all of these things. They circumcised Jesus at the age of eight days, "And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord." (
Luke 2:22.) That Mary offered turtledoves instead of the lamb is indicative of her meager financial status and "low estate." And we read further:



"Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover." (
Luke 2:41.) Thus we gain an impression of the obedient and spiritual disposition of Jesus' earthly parents and guardians.



It was at the Passover that the "just and devout" Simeon met Joseph and Mary in the temple. This man knew by the power of the Holy Ghost that the child Jesus was also the Christ, and he said to Mary:



"… Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against;



"(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." (
Luke 2:34–35.) Mary must often have reflected upon the meaning of these words, both before and after she witnessed a fulfillment of them by seeing Jesus hang upon the cross and a spear actually pierce his side. But it was not all to be experienced in one day or by one event. Even though she was a special spirit, the Father did not shield her from the pains or natural consequences of mortality; Mary knew the hardships, disappointments, and struggles that are characteristic of mortal life.



In many ways Joseph and Mary lived in hard times. Judah was in bondage to Rome, and the Herods were harsh and cruel monarchs. The Jews were in apostasy and were burdened by rigid formalism and spiritual wickedness. Jewish religious leaders of that time are characterized as "the more wicked part of the world … because of priestcrafts and iniquities." (
2 Ne. 10:3, 5.)



It was in these circumstances that the tender, pure, and chosen Mary, protected and attended by the spiritually receptive and kindly Joseph, brought forth her firstborn son and laid him in a manger. The unpretentious circumstances of this little family blessed with the special holiness of the child Jesus were in strong contrast to the spiritually barren and parched condition of a people led by proud and insistent Pharisees, sumptuous Sadducees, exclusive rabbis, and learned scribes conquered by a pagan empire. Isaiah knew of this contrast and had predicted that the Messiah would grow up "as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground." (
Isa. 53:2.)



We know little for certain of the home life and childhood of Jesus, but there are many indications. We have already observed that Joseph was a carpenter, and we know that Jesus followed the same occupation. (See 
Mark 6:3.) The atmosphere of the home was one of obedience to the Lord as commanded in the divine law. It was at home that Jesus probably received his first lessons about the history of Israel and of past deliverances of his people by the hand of the Lord; here he also undoubtedly learned of the hopes and expectations for the future, as written in the scriptures. The preparations of his parents each week to observe the Sabbath, their attendance at the synagogue, their observance of feast days, and their preparations and conversations each year as they made ready to go up to Jerusalem for the Passover would be impressive object lessons to the young Jesus.



We don't know how many other children there were in the family, but the New Testament names four boys and lists some sisters. The Greek manuscripts are helpful here. Matthew speaks of "all" (Greek: 
pantai) his sisters (
Matt. 13:56), suggesting more than two. The Greek term 
hai adelphia (the sisters) is used in the manuscripts, signifying a plurality—that is, three or more sisters. If the record had intended to convey that there were only two sisters, it is probable that the word 
pantai would not have been employed, but, instead, the word 
amphoterai, meaning "both," would have been used.



Thus the household of Joseph and Mary apparently numbered at least five boys (including Jesus) and at least three girls—eight children—in addition to the parents.



There are two lines of thought as to the identity of these other children. Some hold that they were children of Joseph by a former marriage and not the children of Mary at all. In this case, Jesus would be younger than they, and of no close blood relation. This is a popular concept in the Christian world today, and illustrations of the "holy family" therefore generally picture Joseph as much older than Mary.



Another view is that these were actually the children of Joseph and Mary, and were half-brothers and sisters to Jesus, he being the eldest. Both of these views have their advocates and there are hints in the scriptures that can be interpreted to favor either point of view. However, Jesus is termed Mary's "firstborn" son, which is indicative that she later gave birth to other children. (See 
Luke 2:7.) A more compelling reason for believing that these are Mary's children is that Joseph's firstborn son from his first wife would have been the heir to the Davidic throne instead of Jesus.



Mary may have lived a number of years as a widow. The last mention of Joseph is at the Passover in Jerusalem when Jesus was 12 years of age. At the wedding feast at Cana, when Jesus was about 30, specific mention is made that Mary and Jesus were present, but no mention is made of Joseph. (See 
Matt. 12:46.)



An apocryphal source tells, overdramatically, of Joseph's death and of Mary and Jesus discussing the matter.



There is a poignancy in the prospect of Mary's widowhood with a family of children, all younger than Jesus. If this assumption is correct, it may be that Jesus was confronted with the responsibility in early life of providing for a widowed mother and several younger brothers and sisters. This makes most meaningful the scriptural statements that say the Lord is especially mindful of the widow and is a father to the fatherless. (See 
James 1:27.)



We do not worship Mary, but we do regard her very highly. She is among the most worthy and noble of women—the most privileged of all mothers. And while Mary is not typical, she is an example to all mothers.



If we listen we can still hear the echo of the angel's words: "Hail, thou that art highly favoured, … blessed art thou among women." (
Luke 1:28.) And likewise we hear Mary's own exclamation: "… My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.



"For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden. … from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed." (
Luke 1:46–48.)
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The Church may be headquartered in the United States, but Samoa, an underdeveloped country with a comparatively unsophisticated economic and political system and extremely limited industrial resources, is the first country in the world to be completely covered with stakes of Zion.



When Upolu Samoa South Stake was created June 1, 1974, it was the seventh stake in these islands. Samoa is now a nation of stakes, marking a significant development in local leadership for more than 19,000 members.



Samoa Apia Mission President Patrick L. Peters is now totally freed from member responsibilities to concentrate on missionary work.



Thousands of members have been baptized since the June 1888 day when Joseph Dean, first mission president, arrived in Samoa. Those members have and are leaving a heritage of commitment that finds its roots in the quiet faith of missionaries from Mud Lake, Idaho; Norton, Kansas; Scipio, Utah; Los Angeles, California; and other parts of the world.



Increasing numbers of local Samoans and Samoans from New Zealand, Hawaii, and the United States mainland are now being called as missionaries to Samoa. They make up about 75 percent of the total missionary force, which usually ranges between 100 and 120 elders and sisters. Names like Lee, Browning, and Stone are being replaced with names like Pilimai, Soliai, and Afualo in the hearts of the new generation of converts.



In the past two decades, Samoa's missionaries have focused their energies on becoming expert teachers, and they have developed unusual skills in approaching people—from high chiefs to children. Their teaching aids include battery-operated filmstrip projectors and tape recorders; many of the filmstrips they use have been locally reproduced with Samoan scenes and faces.



The first health missionary called in the Church, Dr. Blair Bybee, was sent to Samoa in 1971. An effective health program of the Church remains there today. Western Samoa also harbors an extensive Church school program, with one high school (the Church College of Western Samoa) and ten elementary schools scattered over the islands.



Over the past decade the annual baptism rate has been around 1,000, which means about ten converts per missionary per year. This remarkable growth is steady, and, especially in the last two years, has been concentrated on families. In the 1973–74 Church year, more than 150 families were converted or united through baptism.



It is this missionary effort that has culminated in the creation of seven stakes in the last 12 years, six of them within the last five years.



The dedication and concern of the Samoan people for the missionary effort and their great ability to love is epitomized by an experience of Ralph G. Rodgers, Jr., a missionary in 1956 and president of the mission from 1971 to 1974.



"During my first weeks in Samoa as a missionary, I came to love and respect the people because of the love and respect I received from the family where I lived," he relates. "I watched as the family mother, Vaela'a, prepared our meals, giving us the best she could possibly fix. Every few days she would gather up our clothes and go to the stream where she would 'beat' them clean with rocks. Everything this wonderful Samoan family did for me taught me about the meaning of love.



"After a time in Si'umu, where we lived, there was a famine on that side of the island. For many weeks all we had to eat was rice or taro and some fish. Vegetables and fruit were impossible to get. I noticed that one day some sores were developing on my legs and after a time they became very infected. We went to Apia to see a doctor, and he explained I needed vitamin C. But I realized that citrus fruit was impossible to get on the back of the island, and so my companion and I made the situation a matter of prayer and fasting.



"When I returned home from seeing the doctor, the family father, Uta'i Tapena, who was also president of the Si'umu Branch, asked what the doctor had said. I told him, but assured him that the Lord would take care of me.



"Early the next morning my companion and I were up and ready for breakfast when we noticed that the father of the family had gone. We asked about him and the mother said he had gone on an errand. That night when we returned he still had not come back.



"The next morning at breakfast we noticed that in the middle of our eating mat was a large pineapple, all cut up and ready to eat. I asked where it had come from and the mother said the father, concerned about what the doctor had said, knew I needed some fruit. He only had two shillings, but he spent one taking the bus into town and the other on a large pineapple. That left him with no money to return home, so he had walked all afternoon and most of the night, 20 miles back, so we would have fruit for our breakfast.



"I had the privilege of returning to Samoa about nine years later on a Church assignment. My first concern was to hurry out to Si'umu to see my 'father.' When I got to the village the people said he was in his other home in the hills. I walked a mile or so to see him, and as I came into the hut I saw an old, gray-haired man. At first I didn't recognize him, but then he called my name. It was my Samoan father, Uta'i. He had aged greatly in those nine years, and there he sat in that little hut with both legs cut off at the hips because of cancer. How I wished that I could have walked those 20 miles for him and bought him something that would have taken care of his illness as he had done for me when I was a missionary for the Lord in those wonderful islands!



"On June 1, 1974, I rode with Elder Howard W. Hunter along a dusty road of the Upolu South District of the Samoa Mission. I stopped the car long enough to place some flowers on Uta'i's grave. On that day Elder Hunter created the Upolu Samoa South Stake. Later that night, after all the meetings, we again rode along that road. As we passed Uta'i's grave, I couldn't help but feel thankful to the Lord that now, because of this stake creation, my Samoan father's grave rested in Zion."



The shaping of the Church in Samoa is due not only to the faith and commitment of the missionaries, but also to the obedient spirit of the Saints. Samoan family groups like Rivers, Atoa, Ao, Hunt, Schwenke, Crichton, Burgess, AhChing, and many others have emerged and are contributing generations of strength to the Church.



Chief Soliai is one of these fountainheads of faithfulness for later generations. A powerful chief on Tutuila, American Samoa, he has always been an unwavering member of the Church. At the turn of the century when missionaries were struggling in Samoa, Chief Soliai and his family took the missionaries into their home. Villagers in Nu'uuli, armed with knives and spears, threatened to kill the missionaries or drive them from the village. Chief Soliai stood between the villagers and the missionaries and said they would have to kill him first. The villagers left the missionaries alone.



Chief Soliai continued to do all he could for the Church, but progress was slow in his village. Services were held in his hut for many years, when he and his family were the only members in the village.



Seventy-five years have passed since this chief began to stand up for the Church, and today there is a ward in that village. Chief Soliai's grandchildren and great-grandchildren are the leaders of the Church in both the village and in the Pago Pago Samoa Stake. His grandson, William Cravens, is the stake president. The bishop of the ward is a member of his family, and many high councilors and leaders in the area call Chief Soliai "Grandpa."



Matuaitoga Touli is another of the new leaders. He is a 
matai (chief) in the village of Vaovai, where he fought the Church for many years. Two missionaries were assigned to his village in 1971. They couldn't find a place to live, and finally the missionaries asked if they could live with him. Something touched the chief's heart; he welcomed them into his home.



The missionaries held gospel discussions many nights with Matuaitoga and his family. Trained as a minister, he knew the Bible well and often argued with them about doctrine. Many missionaries lived in his home over a number of months.



Finally, his entire family joined the Church. Matuaitoga said, "I could argue and discuss religion with the missionaries from the Bible, but there was one thing that my wife and I could not fight: the love of the missionaries. Each time a missionary was transferred from our village, my wife and I and our family had tears running down our cheeks as we kissed the missionary goodbye. Then we would get to know the new missionary, and he would be transferred again, and we would have more tears. I could argue religion, but I could not fight the love of the missionaries. Through the love and patience of the missionaries I gained a testimony and I know that the gospel is true."



Matuaitoga was called to be a district president a little over a year after his baptism and, just 20 months afterwards, was called as the second counselor in the presidency of the Upolu Samoa South Stake.



The name Percy Rivers rings a familiar sound for thousands of Samoan members. A quiet man of faith and obedience, he has bridged the days of the Church's youthful growth in Samoa to the present days of vigorous strength. He was the first stake president, was a patriarch, and is now a Regional Representative of the Council of the Twelve over the Samoa Region. He also serves as coordinator of Church Translation Services in Samoa.



The stake presidents, too, are men with long records of Church service as branch presidents, bishops, and high councilors. Fa'afo'i Tuitama, president of Savai'i West Samoa Stake, served from 1958 to 1961 as a labor missionary, has been a temple officiator in the New Zealand Temple, and serves as a building program supervisor. Charles Schwenke, president of the Apia West Samoa Stake, works for Church Translation Services. Many stake presidents were educated in Church schools and are involved in various professions from trader to teacher to radio technician.



Church leaders in Samoa envision continued progress in membership and leadership. Fifteen percent of all Samoans are presently Latter-day Saints, and leaders see this number increasing. But an even greater vision is that Samoan membership will become increasingly helpful to the rest of the Church. Samoan missionaries, dedicated and confident, have been and will continue to be sent to other parts of the world—Southeast Asia, the Pacific, the Orient, and perhaps even to South America.



Faith in the Lord, a willingness to obey and follow, and continuing leadership experience will make Samoans more than faithful recipients of gospel blessings. They will become a conduit through which blessings will flow worldwide.
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When President Uso Mata'utia and his family close their family home evenings, they are probably the last to sing and pray in the world, for they live in the most western island of Samoa, just east of the International Date Line, at the end of the world. Though they are the last to see the sun set each day, this generation of Samoans is seeing a new dawn of the technological progress of the twentieth century.



Village life is mostly peaceful for President Mata'utia, second counselor in the Savai'i Samoa West Stake, and his wife Aki. Electricity is unknown in most parts of the islands; there are only a few hard-surfaced roads, and a crude running-water system. Samoa's especially progressive men like President Mata'utia are willing to change cultural patterns and even some traditions to a degree, but Samoans are proud of their heritage.



However, it isn't likely that they will tamper with the 
matai (chief) system. Like many other members of the Church who are 
matais, President Mata'utia works through the system to exert wholesome influence in his village government. Samoan fathers direct their families much as the patriarchs of old, seeing that the children eat well, go to school, learn to obey village rules, and respect old people.



The 
matai (patriarchal) role may expand over others in an extended family, and because of a 
matai's power, many couples and their children may be in his charge. Everyone must be clothed and fed; everyone works together, each doing his share.



President Mata'utia and his family are content. They have all the food they need—fish, coconuts, taro. They are rich by their own standards. They have the steadying roar of the surf in their ears and the rain from the heavens. They recognize that they are especially rich because they have the priesthood, the Church, and their testimonies.



In contrast to this peacefulness are the signs of the twentieth century. President Mata'utia shakes his head over a recent three-month trip to New Zealand, a trip made possible by modern transportation, where he learned what it's like to stand in lines and dodge traffic.



Another importation is the giant American Potlatch Company, which is in Asau on the island of Savai'i near President Mata'utia's village. Potlatch has opened a timber mill and is exporting valuable hardwoods. Motivated by investment, the government has hurried to complete a nearby harbor, building a deep-sea-vessel wharf, and blowing away the harbor's coral entrance.



With Potlatch have come two small air companies, one of which flies directly from the country's capital of Apia on the island of Upolu to the Potlatch works in 30 minutes. There is also a high-speed boat connecting the major islands; there is talk of improved roads and utilities.



In the life President Mata'utia has known, only an occasional game of cricket, the national sport, has broken the quiet; in the future, more of today's hustle and bustle will likely invade Samoa.
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I Have a Question




 
Questions of general gospel interest answered for guidance, not as official statements of Church policy.

What did Jesus mean when he said to Peter, "When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren"? What is conversion?




Daniel H. Ludlow, Chairman, Adult Correlation Committee of the Church: The basic meaning of the word 
convert is "to turn around, to transform, or to change." Thus, when a person is truly converted to the gospel of Jesus Christ, his whole life is changed. The scriptures refer to such a person as having been "reborn," because he becomes a new person.



However, a person can be convinced of something without being so affected by it that it causes a change in his behavior. For example, millions of people in America today are convinced that cigarette smoking is not good for them, yet they continue to smoke cigarettes.



When the Savior was at Caesarea Philippi, he asked the disciples who they thought he was. "And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him Blessed art thou Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven." (
Matt. 16:16–17.) This answer indicated Peter was convinced of Christ's divinity.



But the Savior knew Peter was still not fully converted. Thus, at the Feast of the Passover, the Savior said to Peter," … when thou art converted strengthen thy brethren." Peter replied, "Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death." Then the Savior, who knew Peter even better than Peter knew himself, said, "… I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me." (
Luke 22:32–34.) The events of that night later proved Peter was not yet converted, even though he was convinced.



President Joseph F. Smith suggested that none of the disciples of Jesus Christ were fully converted at the time of the Feast of the Passover, or even at the time of his crucifixion. He stated:



"To my mind it strongly appears that not one of the disciples possessed sufficient light, knowledge, nor wisdom, at the time of the crucifixion for either exaltation or condemnation; for it was afterward that their minds were opened to understand the scriptures, and that they were endowed with power from on high; without which they were only children in knowledge, in comparison to what they afterwards became under the influence of the Spirit." (
Gospel Doctrine, 5th edition, Deseret News, 1919, p. 433.)



Elder Bruce R. McConkie has suggested that the conversion of the faithful disciples, including Peter, took place on the Day of Pentecost:



"Conversion is more—far more—than merely changing one's belief from that which is false to that which is true; it is more than the acceptance of the verity of gospel truths, than the acquirement of a testimony. To convert is to change from one status to another, and gospel conversion consists in the transformation of man from his fallen and carnal state to a state of saintliness. …



"In real conversion, which is essential to salvation (
Matt. 18:3), the convert not only changes his beliefs, casting off the false traditions of the past and accepting the beauties of revealed religions, but he changes his whole way of life, and the nature and structure of his very being is quickened and changed by the power of the Holy Ghost.



"Peter is the classic example of how the power of conversion works on receptive souls. During our Lord's mortal ministry, Peter had a testimony, born of the Spirit, of the divinity of Christ and of the great plan of salvation which was in Christ. 'Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,' he said, as the Holy Ghost gave him utterance. (
John 6:69.) Peter knew, and his knowledge came by revelation.



"But Peter was not converted, because he had not become a new creature of the Holy Ghost. Rather, long after Peter had gained a testimony, and on the very night Jesus was arrested, he said to Peter: 'When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.' (
Acts 3, 4.)" (Bruce R. McConkie, 
Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, Bookcraft Co., 1973, vol. 1, pp. 770–71.)



The lesson taught by Peter's experience is one all of us should learn: to be convinced is not enough. We must also become converted.



Can you give me some practical suggestions on how I can fulfill my calling as the patriarch to my children?




H. John Ploeger, President, Denver Colorado Stake: The calling of a father in the home is the most important calling that a man can have. In an eternal perspective, it is a position from which a man is never released. He always has the great responsibility to bring his wife and children back to the presence of our Father in heaven.



One of the first responsibilities is to know your children; know their goals, aspirations, and problems. It would be a good thing for a father to sit down in a private session with each of his children on a regular basis and, where appropriate, help them set goals and evaluate their progress in achieving the goals they set. These sessions should be special for each child and should reflect the love that grows between a father and his children.



These special sessions between a father and his children need not wait until they encounter the problems that come with being teenagers. Sessions can begin much earlier as a father prepares his children for baptism and begins to teach them the gospel.



Of course these "special times" should reflect unity in the home and should be supportive of the relationship between a mother and her children. A father and mother should counsel together "always" about the stewardship God has given them.



Another significant way a father can fulfill his patriarchal role in the home is through the example he sets. Our children learn best by imitating our actions and words, especially the words we use when we are 
not talking to them. Our sons notice when we go uncomplainingly to priesthood meeting and when we show honest concern for our assigned priesthood home teaching families. Our daughters observe the way we treat their mother and their brothers. Our children soon come to understand the way we deal in business and with our neighbors. This power of example, both for good and bad, cannot be underestimated.



The Church has developed and encouraged the family home evening program which helps every father fulfill his responsibilities. It can become a highlight of the week and give the father the opportunity to lead his family as they learn the gospel from each other.



A father is exercising his patriarchal responsibility when he teaches his family to pray and uses his priesthood power to give father's blessings and to heal the sick in his home. Father's blessings serve the same function as a guide and teacher that patriarchal blessings do. Fathers may be inspired to promise their children the blessings of the gospel with the same spirit that prompts ordained patriarchs. These priesthood functions cannot be delegated to a mother; they are uniquely patriarchal.



All that we do as fathers in the home is directed at the end result of preparing our sons to be fathers and our daughters to be mothers, the kind of fathers and mothers that the Lord wants them to be.



How are we to look at the Beatitudes and make them useful in our lives?



Dr. 
Monte S. Nyman, associate professor of ancient scripture, Brigham Young University: The Beatitudes should be looked upon as the higher law given to those who have come unto Christ through the waters of baptism. This is made known through the Holy Ghost. While these two blessed conditions have been listed by some Latter-day Saint writers as two additional Beatitudes, they are really the foundation upon which all the following Beatitudes are built.



The third verse in the Book of Mormon rendition (
D&C 84:49–51.)



Both of these fuller teachings in the Nephite account are in the Prophet Joseph Smith's Inspired Version rendition of chapter 5 of Matthew. The reward of the kingdom of heaven is of course for the baptized, since only those who have been baptized can be in the kingdom of heaven (compare 
D&C 84:74). The rewards for each of the subsequent Beatitudes are likewise applicable only to those who have been baptized.



As a unit the Beatitudes may be looked upon as a complete set of laws to bring about perfection. As the Savior declared on another occasion, all the law and the Prophets hang on the two commandments to love God and to love our neighbor. (
Matt. 22:36–40.) The Beatitudes can likewise be summarized into these two commandments. The first four—being poor in spirit or lacking in spirit, mourning over one's sins, being meek or teachable, and hungering and thirsting after righteousness—are all rewarded by turning to or loving God. The last five—being merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, and enduring persecution both from without and within—are all related to one's relationship with his neighbors and are really a test of true neighborliness as they deal with those who would normally be considered one's enemies.



The Beatitudes are useful as we strive to meet the conditions specified. The beginning point, of course, is to realize our lack of the Spirit in our lives and to come unto Christ through the waters of baptism that we might receive the blessing of the Spirit. Further, as we recognize and mourn over our sins, we are comforted by the Holy Ghost's bringing us remission of those sins. If we are meek and teachable, the Holy Ghost leads us eventually to inherit the earth. As we hunger and thirst after righteousness, we are filled with the Holy Ghost or become sanctified, which is prerequisite for entering the celestial kingdom. As we are merciful to our fellow human beings, we receive the mercy of the atonement of Christ in our lives. By purifying our thoughts and actions, we prepare ourselves to live with God, for no unclean thing can dwell in his presence. Peace comes through living the gospel, and as we teach this to others we become peacemakers and are recognized as God's children. Finally, as we endure persecution for the right reasons, we receive eternal joy, gladness, rewards, and added strength to endure, knowing the prophets have endured persecution in ages past. The meaning of the Beatitudes for us today depends on the degree to which we live them.



The challenge of the Beatitudes is a celestial challenge, and applying them in our lives leads to eternal life.






"Les Derniers Jours"




By 
John A. Green


 




 
I was writing my dissertation in musicology at the Sorbonne and those words—"the last days"—leaped out at me. Could this church be the mystery event that had happened between 1798 and 1844?

The car turned into the short, winding street and proceeded slowly as the driver studied the numbers on the stately gray buildings. There it was: 3, rue de Lota. The car pulled over to the curb and stopped. For a moment the driver sat, his hands still gripping the steering wheel. It had taken him a good hour and a half to drive from his home in Dourdan to this building in Paris. Now how would he introduce himself? What would he say?



"My name is Albert Roustit. I'm interested in those last two words in the name of your church: 
derniers jours [last days]. …"



That approach would be honest enough, but would it sound a little odd, or too abrupt? Perhaps: "I'm a musicology student at the Sorbonne. My name is Albert Roustit and I've just recently read a few things about your church that interest me. Would it be convenient for me to ask a question or two?" … Better see if anyone answers the door first, then decide what to say.



Albert Roustit got out of the car, walked to the door, and rang the bell.



What had actually prompted him to come here at this particular time? He smiled. He wouldn't have been doing this several years ago, before he went to Africa to teach, for example. Some church might possibly have contacted him in those days, but he wouldn't have been contacting any church, more than likely. God and church hadn't been very important in his life in those days. But then along had come one of the 
Amis de l'homme ("Friends of Man") and helped him discover a love for God. Then later, another group had interested him in studying the Bible on his own; several lectures by various pastors of still another group had further stimulated him.



But questions of interpretation had naturally arisen, too, especially regarding the fulfillment of biblical prophecies in the last days, and here it seemed to him that at the very point in man's history when prophetic foreknowledge was most relevant, when man was in the greatest need of understanding his times and his destiny, the vision was clouded, and men, however learned or sincere, were confused.



The prophets themselves, on the other hand, seemed to speak with equal confidence of what they had seen and what they foresaw. Albert Roustit had been impressed that the future of mankind was so predictable, in great detail, down through the last days and the final glorious advent of the Savior. The prophets had foreseen and described various ebbs and flows of spirituality, and especially two spiritual peaks: the first when Christ personally established the kingdom of God on earth, and the second which was to occur in the last days prior to and part of the Second Coming. The first was a spiritual summit such as the world had never known, an outpouring which it was never to know again until the last days.



What had begun to fascinate Albert Roustit was that the evolution of musical history, as one looked back on it, also seemed "predictable," and that, as in the spiritual history of man, there were noticeable highs and lows in the development of musical art as well. He had been particularly struck by what seemed to him to be a close parallel between the various spiritual peaks, as they could be identified in history, and artistic peaks of accomplishment in the field of music. For him it was as if a line of predictable musical "prophecy" supported, confirmed, and illustrated what the biblical prophets had foretold. Surely, he thought, musical art, like other forms of human expression, cannot help but reflect the aspirations, the interests, the triumphs, the failures, and the ills of society, constituting a check, as it were, or a confirmation of how biblical prophecies had long ago indicated men would begin to think and to act. To Albert Roustit it did not seem logical that man's spiritual evolution was so predictable, but not his social or artistic development. Why would there not be parallels? Could man evolve spiritually in one way, socially in another, and artistically in still another?



He poured many of these questions and the results of his research to find the answers into a book, 
La Prophétie musicale dans l'histoire de l'humanité (Musical Prophecy in the History of Mankind), published in April 1970. He had initially hoped that the study would serve as his doctoral dissertation in musicology at the Sorbonne, but he should have foreseen that the thesis was too unorthodox, too extra-academic, too controversial for him to ever be allowed to defend it. The renowned French organist and composer, Olivier Messiaen, however, had thought enough of Albert Roustit to express, in a lengthy preface, his personal unwillingness to just toss the work aside as unworthy of scholarly attention:



"It will perhaps astonish some that I have agreed to preface this book. As a matter of fact, several statements by the author, not only about religion but also about music, are not in harmony with my personal opinions. … He was formerly my student—took first prize in my theory classes at the Conservatory of Paris and it may be thought that I have prefaced his work out of affection, and for no other reason. That is not it at all. … I was bowled over—that's the exact term—by the extraordinary coincidences which burst forth from every page of this book between the history of musical language and its evolution on the one hand, and the history of mankind and the biblical prophecies which declare man's beginnings, his destruction, his punishment, and his resurrection, on the other hand. But what decided me, and I say it so that all may understand, is the formidable, frightening actuality of the book. … It is prudent to be prepared. That is what we read in each of the pages which follow. That is why I have written a preface for this book."



Meanwhile, Albert Roustit had quickly selected another dissertation topic which he planned to handle traditionally enough this time to satisfy the purely academic standards of his professors. He selected this topic, 
"Le Theatre de Hector Berlioz," because it would require research on a particular period of history which he simply could not leave alone. The tremendous significance of this period had been the most exciting discovery he had made during the writing of 
La Prophétie musicale dans l'histoire de l'humanité, but at the same time it had posed a burning question for which he had been as yet unable to find a satisfactory answer.



In essence it concerned the last days, or at least that initial period of the last days characterized by the great, predicted spiritual reawakening, that new and last great peak of spiritual outpouring described so vividly by the biblical prophets, but, of course, without any specific dates being given to mark it.



Now, in studying the scriptures and in tracing his line of musical "prophecy" for 
Le Prophétie musicale dans l'histoire de l'humanité, Albert Roustit had become convinced that the great spiritual outpouring 
had to have begun somewhere between 1798 and 1844, that period which marks the ultimate break with tradition



It 
had to have begun then, but where were the great spiritual manifestations to confirm it? His religious friends had suggested that the founding of the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1804, which launched the translation of the Bible into so many foreign languages and inspired the organization of similar groups on the continent, was the answer he was looking for. For want of something better he used that explanation in the text of his book, but it did not satisfy him. Though he loved the Bible, he felt that the mere translation and dissemination of those ancient scriptures fell short of what he understood that great spiritual reawakening in the last days would include. After all, Europe had had the Bible for centuries, and Europeans had never agreed as to what it meant or what they should do about it. No doubt the new translations Europe was sending to other continents would have a spiritual effect on the different countries which received them, but no doubt the same arguments would arise.



And where was the spiritual outpouring on Europe itself? As he understood it, that last great spiritual outpouring was to be on all nations and peoples, according to the Lord's own word in Matthew 24:14, and it had to include, as John foretold in Revelation 11:3, a restoration of the power to prophesy. [
Rev. 11:3]



So Albert Roustit began work on a second dissertation, but the desire to find out how the Lord began to pour out his spirit and his punishments on all nations, and how he restored the power to prophesy, all between 1798 and 1844, continued to excite him.



Flying back from Africa a few years before he had read a short article on the Mormons. He had never heard of them before and the article was not very informative. He mentally classified them at the time as a peculiar group of Americans and more or less dismissed them from his mind. Then, just a day or so ago, he had come across another article on the same group, his second contact with the Mormons. This latter article taught him that the real name of their organization, in French, was 
L'Eglise de Jésus Christ des Saints des derniers jours . … les derniers jours:  "the last days." Those words fairly leaped out of the title at Albert Roustit and the article gave him the address of the group in Paris: 3, rue de Lota.



So here he was, pushing the doorbell and wondering who and what he would find inside.



The door opened and Albert Roustit was welcomed in. He was introduced to and left alone with the president of the mission, Smith B. Griffin, now a Regional Representative of the Council of the Twelve.



Albert Roustit wasted little time in getting down to business. He was interested in those words 
"derniers jours." He said his research had convinced him that a great spiritual outpouring, predicted in the scriptures, had begun in the 1798–1844 period, and that sooner or later the restoration of the power to prophesy had to be part of that outpouring, if it had not already taken place. He wondered if that meant anything to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.



During the next hour Albert Roustit listened to an account of the First Vision to Joseph Smith in 1820, of his call as a prophet of God, of the restoration of the gospel, of the organization of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on April 6, 1830, and of Joseph Smith's martyrdom in 1844. He learned that the mission given the Church was to preach the gospel of the kingdom in all the world "for a witness unto all nations" in the latter days.



Further study, fasting, and prayer prepared him for baptism on April 24, 1971.



Albert Roustit is now an ordained elder in the Church, his lovely wife has joined more recently, and they are rearing their young son in the gospel.



Albert Roustit eventually completed his academic dissertation on 
"Le Theatre de Hector Berlioz," and successfully defended it at the Sorbonne in 1973. The English translation of his earlier book, somewhat revised, is about to be released, however, under the title 
Musical Prophecy in the History of Mankind, and he is presently seeing to the German translation. That is the message, that is the work which continues to interest him and which he feels he is beginning to understand more fully than ever before.



The late apostle John A. Widtsoe liked to remind us of a beautiful parable: "… the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind. … So shall it be at the end of the world. …" (
Matt. 13:47–50.) Albert Roustit is one of many who have been caught in the gospel net in the latter days. His witness of the Spirit and his conversion are some of the many wonderful evidences that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and that the spiritual outpouring foretold by his many prophets is in truth reaching into the far corners of the earth in the last days to gather the Lord's elect for the God and Father of us all.


[bookmark: pop_001-03051_000_012] 

Dr. John A. Green is a professor of French language and literature at Brigham Young University. He serves as teacher development director in Orem 38th Ward and as a member of the Orem Utah Sharon Stake Sunday School board.






Homer Giles, Home Teacher




By 
Paul S. Buckingham


 




 
He had calloused hands, colorful grammar, and a pickup held together with baling wire. He was my new companion.

Homer Giles, Home Teacher


The doorbell was ringing, and it was jolting me out of bed. There's nothing I hate more than that—being awakened roughly, abruptly. I pulled on my bathrobe and answered the door. It was my quorum president, President Mecham.



"Sorry, Tom, did I wake you?"



"No, no, it's time to get up anyway. Come in. Here, let me move that newspaper. Well, President Mecham, what can I do you out of?"



"Heh, heh, I like that, 'What can I do you out of?' That's good. Say, I know you're new in the ward and all, but we need an extra man now as a home teaching companion."



Home teaching brought up a lot of memories: visiting inactive members; people not home; hearing a sister crying in the kitchen while her husband tells us not to come back; getting lost finding the address; interrupted television watching; rain; cold; inactive companions ("Can't make it—I work nights"); personal priesthood interviews ("I don't know if they have family home evening—I guess so.").



"Tom?"



"Huh?"



"What do you say? You'll be getting a good companion."



"Who?"



"Homer Giles."



"Homer Giles?"



"Yes, he is a very active member. Well?"



"Okay." I didn't even try to sound enthusiastic.



"Good, good. You'll like him."



While I was waiting for my new companion on the appointed evening, I heard this terrific rattle coming down the street. I tensed all over, hoping that whatever it was, it wouldn't stop at my house.



The beat-up blue pickup drove by the house. I relaxed. Then it stopped and backed up slowly. I tensed up again and Homer Giles backed his 1951 truck up the driveway.



He was six foot five inches tall, most of it legs; he was slim and blue-jeaned, full of cowboy shirt and boots. He had rough hands.



"Brother Allen?"



"Yes." I couldn't make that sound enthusiastic, either.



"Pleased to meet ya. I'm Homer Giles."



"Pleasure is mine."



"Well, what say we get going? Got a little lost coming out here."



"Would you like to take my car … maybe?"



"No, no; no need to put yourself out. I know the way there and all. We'll take yours next time. Hop in."



I started around the passenger side of the truck.



"Ah, you'll have to get in this side. That side is wired shut."



"Oh." I slid in. The cab smelled warmly, strongly of barnyard, milk long past being fresh, and hard work. The stuffing was coming out of the seat. The right door window was cracked. There were chains on the floor and I was sure that I could see the driveway through a rusted hole in the floorboard. The windshield was pitted and it looked as if someone had run the wipers without the blades.



"She's not much, but she'll get us there."



"Oh, I hope so."



Homer laughed.



"What say we have a prayer before I crank her up?" After a unique conversation with the Lord, Homer cautioned, "Hang on now—the clutch is going out, so she jerks a little." It was an understatement.



We exchanged life histories and he tried to prepare me for the first visit. "McMillens is good people, but with him driving a truck an' all he don't get much chance to come out to church. Good man, though. Got a slug of kids. A kinda wild bunch, but good kids. Gene says they like to visit with us, so we mostly see how they're doing and encourage them to come to meetings."



Sister McMillen was slightly pretty and child-weary. She was cradling a smudgy cherub in her left arm.



"Hi, Ester. Howya doin'?" Homer boomed.



"Hello, Homer, won't you come in?" The house seemed to swell with sounds of television, laughter, arguing, complaining, and music. "Find a place and sit if you can," she smiled. Homer moved a pile of unironed clothes, and I sat on some kind of a stool. Sister McMillen shifted the chubby infant to her right side.



"Good to see ya," Homer shouted above the din the seven children were making.



"Good to have you here, Homer. Always appreciate you comin' over."



"How's the family? Everyone healthy?"



"Oh, yes, yes, thank goodness."



"Gene still drivin' the same route?"



"No, he's changed jobs now. He's driving for a different outfit—says he'll get every other Sunday off."



"Great, that's wonderful."



"He feels really bad about not coming out to church like he wants to."



"Oh, don't let that worry you. He told me he'd start coming when his shift changed. He's a good man." She smiled warmly.



Homer told me all seven names. We talked on awhile, saw a child's missing tooth, a painted cast on a broken arm, a homemade and ragged haircut on a child that had moved, the bulging muscle of a six-year-old. Things quieted down and we heard a beautiful prayer by a pretty little girl named Susie.



"I really appreciate you people coming by. It means a lot to all of us here."



Ester was crowded at the door by the children. Brother Giles shook her hand warmly.



"I don't know how you do it, Ester, but you do a good job. Give me a call if you need anything. Say hello to Gene for me."



"Bye," all kinds of voices rang out.



"Bye, bye. See ya now." We climbed into the pickup.



"Quite a brood eh?" Homer shouted above the roar of the truck.



"Yes, a nice family." Brother Giles nodded in agreement.



"Next one is a single girl, going to school here. You'll like her; she's a pretty little thing." He explained further as we went up the stairs to her apartment. "She writes poetry. Good stuff. She's read a couple of them to me. I'd like her to marry, though. She could starve to death trying to make a living on poems." Homer had what many would call a missionary knock.



"Oh, hello, Homer, come in, come in," she had a voice to match her daintiness.



"This here is Tom Allen. Brother Allen, this is Kathy Jones."



"A rather common name," she smiled.



"I keep telling her some people thought Joseph Smith was a common name," Homer said as he sat down. "Well, Kathy, you won any contests lately?" Homer laughed.



"Oh, no, no." She turned to me on the sofa. "I win one poetry contest, and he thinks I do it on a weekly basis."



"Have you ever been published?"



She turned serious. "Almost a couple of times, but nothing to rave about."



While I was trying to figure out what that meant, Homer interrupted.



"Come on and read him my favorite one!"



"Homer, you are embarrassing me!" She turned to me again. "It's not my best."



"I'd like to hear it." I was serious.



"Okay, just a minute." She returned, paper in hand.



 


 
"I have learned to listen
 
To wait, to feel with my soul
 
For him.

 


 
"I have thought I was lonelier
 
Than single pain,
 
Worse than eternal ache,
 
My arms empty.

 


 
"I have felt though, with my
 
Soul's own way, His presence.
 
He has quickened in my mind,
 
A glimpse, through the velvet
 
Past, who He is.

 


 
"I have learned then who I
 
Am; embraced daughter of
 
Deity, Aurora-laced and
 
Loved beyond my heart's
 
Conception."

"Kinda leaves you hanging up there, huh?" Homer sighed.



"Yes, it does," I said.



She was lonely; she talked on and on, not boring me, but she conversed as if starved for it. She had several questions on doctrine, and Homer's knowledge of scripture was surprising. His looks somehow didn't give the impression of a scripturalist.



She offered us fudge and Homer loaded up his pockets for the kids. She wanted Homer to say the prayer, and it was tender and touching. She was misty-eyed when we left.



I caught my pants on an exposed cushion spring getting into the truck.



"Ah, you gotta kind of be careful there, Tom," Homer grinned. I didn't think it was so funny.



"Next gal is Birdie Jane Mortensen. Some people say she's made of spit and vinegar," Homer laughed again.



Birdie Jane lived in an older, dark brick home with climbing roses and vines along the front. It was sunset, but she hadn't turned on any lights. Birdie Jane was slim, with fierce blue eyes, white hair, and large ears. She wore a long print dress with a clean apron of printed roses. When Homer greeted her, I took it she was slightly deaf.



"I'm just fine, Brother Giles, just fine." Her voice was amazingly young. "Who's he?" She glanced my way.



"Oh, this is my new companion, Brother Allen. He's new in the ward." I nodded at her. She just stared back.



We entered the simple front room. It was bare except for the sofa, the rocking chair, and a small lamp. The wooden floor reflected worn cleanliness rather than wax. We sat in the sofa—the springs had long since collapsed. Birdie Jane sat herself in the rocker.



"Can't hardly see ya, Birdie Jane—why don't you turn on some lights?"



"There's the lamp," she nodded. It didn't help much.



"So the other fella took off, eh?"



"No, no, he just moved outa the ward."



"Didn't like him much. He'd just sit there all the time with a silly grin on his face."



"That's what you call a nervous smile, Birdie Jane," Homer said.



"What's he got to be nervous about?" I was starting to feel empathy for the former home teacher.



"Didn't cotton to him much. Kinda small, sneaky-eyed."



"Oh, he was all right, Birdie Jane. Don't be hard on him now."



"Didn't like him nohow."



"How ya feelin'?" Brother Giles was forcing a smile.



"Fine, fine, how's yourself, 'n Mary, 'n the kids?"



"Oh, they're all fat and sassy."



"You got any kids?" She was looking through me.



"No. I'm not married." I'm sounding apologetic, I thought. Birdie Jane stared at me for awhile.



"Now don't start on him, Birdie Jane." Homer paused for a moment; somewhere between instinct and thinking, he turned to me. "How about a drink of water, Tom? Don't get up, Birdie Jane, we can get it. You stay right here." Homer obviously knew his way around the house, and he just as obviously had something on his mind.



In the kitchen he spoke louder than usual, glancing back at the rocker and Sister Mortensen as he opened the cupboard door. "Here's a glass for you, Tom." Where the food should have been there was a salt shaker, an almost empty ketchup bottle, and some broken pieces of uncooked spaghetti. He glanced at me and shook his head.



"Yessir, this here is well water. Want some ice cubes?" He walked over to the refrigerator and opened the door. There was a dried black banana, an open can of tomato sauce, and a box of baking soda. He searched the freezer compartment. No ice cubes. Nothing else, either. "Yessir, this water will spoil you. You start drinking this stuff, and that city water will start tasting like a swimming pool." He shook his head again. We went back to the front room.



"Birdie Jane, you ever get that mixup with the social security straightened out?" Homer was leaning forward and speaking softer.



"Yes, I did. Finally got her going again. Paid all my debts. I'm debt-free now."



"It's a good feelin', ain't it?"



"Yessir, I don't owe nobody nothin'."



"When's the last time you ate good, Birdie Jane?"



I was surprised. I thought Homer would use a little more tact than that. She stopped rocking.



"This afta'noon … Homer."



"What did you have?"



"Don't meddle, Homer; it ain't your place to meddle in my affairs."



"I ain't meddlin', Birdie Jane, but I'm concerned, real worked up about ya."



"Don't shame me, Homer."



"No shame meant, Birdie Jane, no shame. Just lookin' out for you. We take care of our own."



"You'll shame me."



"No, ma'am. But I kinda get the feelin' you paid off your bills, lights, gas 'n so on that sorta piled up during this mixup you've had. And then I was kinda figgern' you didn't have enough left to buy some fixins for supper. Right?"



Sister Mortensen answered too quickly. "I don't owe nobody nothin'."



"That you don't, woman, but what do you plan on eating between now and the next check?"



"I'll get by."



Homer took the toothpick out of his mouth and studied it. "Birdie Jane, you're a good woman, but this here is a different time we're livin' in. I know you've always paid your way and you're not beholden to no one. But the Church is all set up so we won't be loners. We have to help one another. The way society's set up now, it's hard for a widder woman to make her way. And you ain't no spring chicken, either."



"I'm all right."



"Yes, you are, but you're going to starve to death just to be debt-free! You need food. Now let us bring you some over. Now hear me out. We'll bring you somethin' to tide you over is all, okay? You've worked at all kinds of welfare jobs—the cannery, the farm—you've told me so. You've always been the first to help others that way; now you have a right to that. There's no need to feel ashamed."



"Just the same, I won't take it."



"Would it be different if they send over the Relief Society president?"



"No, don't send her over here."



"Well, how's about the bishop? Could he take your order? He's a good man."



"I know, I know he is. He's a good boy."



"We'll talk to our quorum president, President Mecham. He'll contact the bishop tonight, okay?"



She looked off to the other wall. "I don't want you putting the bishop out none. He's got things to do and this ain't no emergency." She was rocking faster now.



"Well, it's still early. We'll be back tonight after we see what President Mecham says."



"Like to give this place a blessing before you go?" she asked. She couldn't kneel, so Homer and I knelt on either side of the rocking chair.



She struggled up to see us to the door. "Goodbye, Homer." She nodded slightly in my direction. Ever so softly she patted Homer's arm as she shook his hand.



We started out for President Mecham's house. For the first time all night Brother Giles wasn't talkative. All the way there I was thinking. I noticed no bumps, no noise, no cold. I just thought, and looked out the cracked window of Homer's pickup at the dark and passing night.



[illustrations] Illustrated by H. Post
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Paul S. Buckingham, a social worker, serves as instructor in the elders quorum and as Venturer adviser in Sunset Third Ward, Sunset Utah Stake.






The Samaritans: A Yesterday People Today




By 
Laurel G. Cole


 




 

It was almost noon when I arrived in Nablus (the ancient biblical town of Shechem), nestled between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim, the mountains of cursings and blessings.(See 
Deut. 11:29.) Nablus is today the center of Samaritan worship, and I had been invited to attend their synagogue.



Impatiently I drove through the winding streets, parked the car, and hurried up the narrow stairs. The high priest motioned me in to the small worship room.



He then took his place at the head of the small congregation; they formed themselves in orderly rows and bowed to their high priest. I felt somewhat out of place as the only woman there.



The congregation knelt on the straw-matted floor, bowing again, and the high priest began to chant scripture from the large silver-encased scrolls of the Torah, the congregation chanting in turn. The high priest had told me they are the oldest scrolls of the Torah in existence, dated to approximately 1100 
A.D. by modern scholars. The five books of Moses contained in those scrolls are the entire scriptural basis of the Samaritan belief.



How little the world has studied about this people, the Samaritans! I had found few references, and existing accounts of their origin were sketchy. Both Flavius Josephus in the 
Antiquities of the Jews (11:7, 2; c:8) and references in the Bible referred to them as descendants of the Cuthaeans, the people of Cuthah in Babylonia. They were sent into Samaria by Assyrian conquerors when Israel fell to the Assyrians in 721 
B.C. (See 
2 Kgs. 17:24.) Moving conquered people from one area of a kingdom to another was a practice to prevent insurrection.



The Samaritans, on the other hand, claimed to be Israelites. Some scholars agree, as it is doubtful that the Assyrians would have removed the entire Israelite populace from the country. They would probably have removed only the most able Israelites, since the educated and the rich would be most likely to start an uprising. The Cuthaeans, who were also forced to flee to Samaria, intermarried with the remaining Israelites and eventually took on their religion to please "the God of the land."



The high priest, however, insisted the Samaritan priests had been of the pure line of Aaron until 1623, when the last descendant died. Since that time, he said, high priests have been of the lineage of Aaron's uncle, Uzziel (referred to in 
Ex. 6:17).



If these people were indeed Israelites and had practiced their religion, why the stigma attached to them? But I knew that the Israelites were a covenant people who frowned upon intermarriage with gentile races, which would include the Cuthaean-Israelite blood. This breaking of the law, coupled with the fact that the Samaritans were, in part, a remnant of some of the ten tribes of the Northern Kingdom, which had earlier separated themselves from the kingdom of Judah, could explain the dislike most Jews displayed for the Samaritans.



The Samaritans weren't actually known as such until Cyrus of Persia ordered the Jews to return to Israel from exile (about 458 
B.C.) and build a temple in Jerusalem.



The Samaritans offered to help build the second temple, but were rebuffed by the Jews as unfit to do so. (See 
Ezra 4:1–3.) The people of Samaria were thus forced into a group by themselves.



The schism between the two factions was completed when the Samaritans built their own temple on Mount Gerizim (332 
B.C.), proclaiming it as God's holy place. This was considered an act of blasphemy by the Jews.



The building of the temple on Mount Gerizim was probably the result of at least two forces. First, the Jews' dislike of the Samaritans made it difficult for the Samaritans to worship in Jerusalem. Second, Samaria had been made a separate governorship in 445 
B.C. under Bagoas, and this undoubtedly made it difficult for them to travel outside the area to worship. Thus, with the consent of Alexander the Great, they built their own temple for local worship. The idea of a synagogue for general worship hadn't as yet been introduced among the Samaritans.



Hatred between the Jews and the Samaritans was intensified when John Hyrcanus destroyed the Samaritan temple during a move to expand the Jewish Hasmonean state in 128 
B.C. But the Samaritans joined the Jews in a revolt against Rome in 68 
A.D.; they stayed with the Jews until they suffered heavy losses; they then turned to support the Romans. Their last active role in history was their part in a revolt against Justinian in 529 
A.D., which failed.



The Samaritans suffered their own schism during the latter half of the second century 
B.C. when Dositheus started an anti-priestly movement, denying the sanctity of Mount Gerizim and attempting to eliminate sacrifice.



The movement had its greatest supporter in the great high priest Baba Rabba of the fourth century 
A.D. He expanded the Dosithean principles, writing a liturgy for laymen and building a synagogue on Mount Gerizim to replace the destroyed temple. It was not until the 14th century that the schism ended; it finally ended simply because the antagonistic groups had been so greatly reduced in number. The movement left its mark, however; worship was considered legitimate elsewhere than in the synagogue on Mount Gerizim, and prayer replaced most sacrificial rites. The Samaritans continued to observe the sacrifice of lambs at Passover.



The service ended, and the men broke up into groups, talking together. Even though the Samaritans are now free to worship as they choose under Israel's government, they still carry the outward signs of their former oppressions.



They wore the red fez of the Turkish Moslem, and the ceremony was strikingly Arabic Moslem: the orderly rows, the bowing, and the kneeling on the floor. (Jewish ceremonies were often more disorderly, each worshiper chanting his own rhythm, while sitting on benches positioned around a pulpit.) The Samaritan service was also held on Sunday rather than on Saturday, the Jewish Shabbat—perhaps a mark of Christian inroads.



There was also no evidence of the Jewish practice of wearing the prayer shawls and phylacteries. (See 
Deut. 6:6–8.) "These are symbolisms not to be taken literally," the high priest told me. "But no matter what the outward signs, the central significance of the Torah hasn't changed throughout the centuries."



I left the synagogue and drove up Mount Gerizim. It was windy on top, and the sign on the fence opposite me, clanking against its bonds, read "Rock of Isaac's Sacrifice." This was another chasm that separated the Samaritans from the Jews. The Jews claimed Isaac had been taken up to be offered by Abraham on Mount Zion (Moriah) in Jerusalem, former site of the Jewish temple, where the Dome of the Rock now stands. (See 
Gen. 22:2.)



Though the Bible states that Moriah is the mountain where the sacrifice of Isaac was to take place, substantiating the Jewish claim, the Septuagint (an ancient Greek translation) does not support it, merely identifying the place as "the high country." (The Syriac translation reads "the land of the Amorites.") Thus, the exact location is inconclusive, allowing both Jew and Samaritan to feel he is right.



I walked to the grassy edge of Mount Gerizim. There are now basically only five clans left, some 400 Samaritans whose greatest problem today is propagating themselves.



As I looked out over Nablus, the wind had died down. Below lay the remnant of this people, and in the stillness around me the time might have been 400 
B.C.



[photos] Photography by Laurel G. Cole



[photo] Nablus, center of Samaritan worship, as seen from Mount Gerizim.



[photo] Worshippers kneel on the floor and bow during Samaritan service.



[photo] Samaritan high priest chants scripture from ancient, silver-encased Torah.



[photo] Samaritan men worship in synagogue, sitting in orderly rows.
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Poetry




By C. Lowell Olsen






 

Rejoice, the Lord Is Come


By C. Lowell Olsen



 


 
Peter,
 
To the man at the temple gate,
 
bent his head
 
and said,
 
Gold and silver have we none;
 
Our gift is in the name of the Son.
 
Arise
 
and be made whole.

 


 
Dear friend,
 
We have naught of worldly goods
 
to share,
 
though we care,
 
But what we have by way of
 
treasure
 
Freely we give and it gains in
 
measure.
 
Rejoice,
 
the Lord is come.
 
Christmas:
 
The season believers mark
 
his birth
 
on earth.
 
He came to redeem us from the fall;
 
His grace attends us one and all.
 
We live
 
because of him.

 


 
Kneel
 
And call on his blessed name;
 
our Lord,
 
the Word,
 
With saints and angels lift your
 
voice;
 
For the gift of life let us rejoice
 
and worship
 
Jesus.




Christmas Songs




By Jonathan Whitcomb






 

Sing We Now Most Joyful Lays


By Jonathan Whitcomb



 


 
Sing we now most joyful lays,
 
Jesus Christ was born this day.
 
Let us sing our highest praise!
 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

 


 
Heaven's King to earth came down!
 
He was born in Jesse's town,
 
Bethlehem, with starlight crown!
 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

 


 
Shepherds left their flocks to see
 
Who this little child could be.
 
Worship Him on bended knee!
 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

[image: music, Sing We Now Most Joyful Lays]


Lullaby for Jesus


By Mabel Jones Gabbott and Michael F. Moody



 


 
Let us sing a song for Jesus,
 
For the holy little one;
 
Let us bring a song of gladness
 
To our Heav'nly Father's Son.

 


 
He was cradled in a manger,
 
And a bright star shone above,
 
Shepherds came to worship Jesus;
 
In the stable there was love.

 


 
We will sing for Baby Jesus,
 
Lullaby God's little one,
 
We will sing of love and goodness
 
To our Heav'nly Father's Son.

[image: music, Lullaby for Jesus]
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The Shepherds Find Love




By Mary L. Lusk


 




 
(An imaginative story)



Characters:




Jethro, young boy Eleazar, elderly shepherd (grandfather) Gethar, married, middle-aged shepherd Judith, wife of Gethar Margaret, servant girl Deborah, Eleazar's granddaughter Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus







Scenes: On the hillside, outside the stable, within the stable.






Scene 1: On the dark hillside outside Bethlehem, three shepherds gaze at the star-scattered heavens.




 


 




Jethro:

 
What does it mean? What has happened?
 
Look, the rays of light are fading;
 
just a few minutes ago
 
we were watching our flocks on the Bethlehem slopes;
 
then a glory came!
 
It must have been the glory of God,
 
such as our fathers have described,
 
and their fathers before them for generations.
 
You are old; you must be wise, Eleazar.
 
Tell me, what did the voices mean?

 


 




Eleazar:

 
Did you not hear, Jethro?
 
The voice declared: "For unto you is born this day
 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."
 
He has come at last, the Savior,
 
the King of Israel, the Messiah.
 
He has come, and I have lived to see it.
 
Glory be to God!

 


 




Gethar:

 
A savior? In the city? In Bethlehem?
 
A savior of what?
 
Can he save my home? My marriage?
 
What hope does he bring for me?
 
Come, let us go to Bethlehem and see this miracle.

(
Three shepherds exit.)





Scene 2: Stable scene in background with Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus. Three shepherds go in, kneel before the child, then come out and stand talking.




 


 




Jethro:

 
Tell me, do you feel as I do?
 
What is it?

 


 




Eleazar:

 
It is love. We have found the fountainhead of love.
 
Here in a stable—in the child Jesus, wrapped in swaddling clothes,
 
and lying in a manger,
 
just as the angel said.
 
Oh, that my family could know and believe.
 
My son, Josiah, will not listen.
 
And it is no use to tell his wife, Anna; she would just mock me.
 
But my grandchild!
 
Deborah will listen; she will believe—
 
The very old and the very young.
 
I must go and bring Deborah, my granddaughter, to see the Messiah.

 


 




Jethro:

 
I shall bring Belshira, the singer;
 
I will go to the inn and tell her of the King.
 
She will be the first woman in the city to see the King of Israel.
 
I have wanted to give her so much,
 
but I am only a shepherd.
 
Now I can give her something beyond sun and stars.
 
I will bring her to the King.

 


 




Gethar:

 
Love! It has been so long since I have felt love,
 
And never such love as this.
 
It fills the stable and enters into the heart,
 
It reaches out to my most hidden and starved feelings
 
and warms them.
 
I wonder, would it reach Judith's heart?
 
Since no children have come to bless our home,
 
she has turned cold toward me, indifferent.
 
Perhaps it is just as well.
 
Children need love.
 
But I have turned away, too,
 
and perhaps Judith has smothered her feelings
 
and hidden them from me.
 
I am not one for pretty speeches nor tender language,
 
but I must find the words to tell Judith
 
about the man and the woman and the love—
 
the wonderful love that has come to earth in this child.
 
Perhaps she has need of it, as I need it.
 
Perhaps together we can find the Savior and his love.

(
Three shepherds exit in different directions. )





Scene 2a.




Jethro walks on stage toward the stable, looking dejected. Margaret, servant girl, runs up to him, stops him, takes both hands.



 


 




Margaret:

 
Jethro, you do not know me.
 
I am a servant girl at the inn.
 
I have seen you there;
 
often I have watched you as you listened to her singing.
 
Tonight I heard you talking to her,
 
and I heard her cruel words to you
 
(
mimicking the haughty tone of Belshira):
 
"A savior? Who needs a savior?
 
As for kings, I have seen many kings."
 
I am sorry, Jethro. May I come with you?
 
I have never seen a king.
 
I know you wanted her to go because she is so beautiful.
 
But I—I would like so much just to see him.

 


 




Jethro:

 
Come, I will take you to see the King.

(
They walk together to the stable where Eleazar, Deborah, Gethar, and Judith are already gathered.)





Scene 3.




Stable scene. Mary, Joseph, and Jesus are gathered in semicircle with the six other characters.



 


 




Eleazar:

 
In the manger, Deborah, see,
 
wrapped in swaddling clothes,
 
a baby such as other babies—a beautiful baby—
 
yet so much more.
 
You can feel it here in the stable.
 
And the heavens have declared it.
 
He is the Messiah.
 
Our people have waited long for him,
 
our Savior, the King, the Son of God.
 
And now you have seen him;
 
as a child, you have seen the Savior, your Messiah.
 
You must never forget.

(
Deborah nods, smiles, and snuggles close to Eleazar.)



 


 




Jethro and Margaret:

 
We believe it, too.
 
We have seen and we will never forget.
 
He is our King,
 
a light in the darkness.
 
Those who need him most may deny him,
 
but we will help.
 
We will serve the Child always.

(
They clasp hands and bow their heads to the Child.)



 


 




Gethar and Judith:

 
Now that we have found love,
 
we will share it,
 
together.
 
When others know what his love can do for them,
 
they will come to him,
 
for he is our Redeemer, our loving Redeemer.

(
Judith puts her head on Gethar's shoulder.)



 


 




Finale:

 


Mary sings lullaby to Jesus.

 


 
Mary:
 
The babe is quiet now,
 
and it is almost morn;
 
let earth receive her King!
 
The Son of God is born.



Joseph joins in the song the second time, and all on stage repeat the last two lines as conclusion. Stage could be in cultural hall or in living room. The stable scene could be set throughout the performance, and lighted when it is the focal point in scenes two and three. Costumes of the period should be improvised, and members of the ward or family should be chosen to fit the ages of the characters.




[photos] Photography by Longin Lonczyna, Jr.






Random Sampler




 

Window Wonderland


Decorated windows can add greatly to the Christmas spirit, especially if you're curtailing outside lighting this season. Because window decorations represent a lot of effort, try to have the family create a traditional window design that you can use again.



Painted scenes can be preserved by using poster paint or permanent felt-tip markers on heavy plastic. The plastic is available in fabric or hardware stores and comes in several widths and weights. It can be rolled up and stored for reuse. This clear plastic has transparent qualities similar to glass, without the expense and danger of breakage of glass.



Plexiglas is transparent, inflexible, and expensive, but it may work better for stained-glass effects. It comes in large sheets, about 4′ by 8′, but dealers will usually cut smaller pieces. Acrylic paints give desired translucence.



A stained-glass effect may also be achieved, although less permanently and with more clean-up required, by placing black electrical tape on the window in the desired pattern and then by painting between the black lines with poster paints. Family members of almost any age can paint the small sections.



Another family project is to create a frosted effect on windows by using waxed paper. First, have the children cut out snowflakes from pastel-colored tissue paper. Then pull enough waxed paper from the roll to cover the window twice. (Keep in mind that the sheets must overlap each other one-half inch and should be one inch longer than the window.)



On a large surface covered with butcher paper or paper bags, spread one layer of waxed paper. Seam the sheets of waxed paper together by overlapping the edges and pressing them briefly with a warm iron. In the same way prepare a second layer of waxed paper. (The butcher paper will collect the melted wax.)



Place the snowflakes on one layer of the waxed paper so that they lie flat, and cover them with the second layer of seamed waxed paper. Press all layers together with the iron. Place the finished paper inside the window and secure it with masking tape. An oval may be cut in the center to display the Christmas tree or other decoration.
—
Laurie William Sowby, a homemaker and music teacher, is newspaper director in American Fork Third Ward, American Fork Utah Stake.



[illustration] Illustrated by Nadine Spillman



Remembering Mother




"I remember when Mom …" the story begins. A child's face lights up, even if he's now a grandparent himself. Only the details differ, for everyone's memories reflect almost universal feelings for those somehow tender dynamos, mothers.






To each child, his mom is number one. The story of his childhood is the story of a mother who taught him faith, who was there when he needed her, who prepared him to eventually be independent. That's what every mother teaches: how to live in a way that matters. And that's what these children know.




"I remember my mother giving birth to my little sister as her eldest son lay close to death in another part of the hospital," recalls Sherri Zirker, whose mother, Sister Lora Magnusson, was Mother of the Year in the state of Washington. "I was only six years old, but I joined the family and friends who knelt time and again in our home praying for the recovery of my brother and the return of my mother.



"I experienced a feeling of great faith at the time as I watched our prayers being answered. It was Christmas, and the reality of Christ and the power of the priesthood supported by a little girl's fasting and prayer took precedence over the tinsel and glitter that year."



She remembers her mother telling stories "either from the standard works or from her pioneer heritage … stories of her polygamous grandparents fleeing to Chihuahua, Mexico, to escape the choice of giving up part of the family; of the subsequent settling of Arizona after being forced to leave during the Mexican Revolution.



"As she told her stories from the standard works, one of her favorite comments would be, 'I'll try to tell it like it happened, but whenever you get the chance, read it yourself right from the book. It's twice as exciting.' She would tell the stories in such a way that I could almost see them in front of my eyes."



American Mother of the Year, Sister Phyllis Brown Marriott, is remembered by her son, Russell Marriott, Jr., for "her own Law of Moses. It was her philosophy for success and it included a devout respect for integrity and honesty, to the point of accepting failure rather than compromise." His wife, Margo, enjoys her mother-in-law's efforts second hand. She recalls when her husband told of Sister Marriott finding a bird with a broken wing. "Russell kept the bird until it died and told about burying it solemnly and putting flowers on its grave. No one but a tender mother could have instilled in that young boy such a devotion and love for one of God's little creatures."



Another son, Douglas, says, "Most importantly, she taught me to pray early in life. Thus I know there is a God in heaven. This faith has given me ability to have faith in myself and in others."



J. Boyer Jarvis pays tribute to his mother, Sister Mildred B. Jarvis, Arizona's Mother of the Year. "My mother and father gave me a second chance to live when, through their love, faith, determination, and sacrifice, they helped me survive a long and desperate illness during my thirteenth year on earth. Thereafter, they supported me with endless patience and kindness as I struggled to regain my health and adjust to the limitations imposed by a crippled leg."



Her daughter Susann remembers, "If some unkempt man came to the door asking for food, my mother would have him do some needed chores in the yard and then would feed him a hearty meal. Frequently my mom would have me accompany her while she distributed some fresh homemade bread to the neighbors or elderly people, or take some dear elderly woman for a ride, 'just to get out,' because otherwise she wouldn't have the chance. …"



Todd Britsch, son of Utah's Mother of the Year, Sister Florence Todd Britsch, recalls that "Mom was effective (sneaky, we called it) in getting us to do our work. After drawing attention to the length of the grass for some time, she would go out and start pushing the lawn mower herself, mow a couple of strips, then quit. Somehow a partly mowed lawn looked bad enough, even to teenagers, that we would finally be motivated to finish the job."



While Sister Britsch's husband was studying for an advanced degree, she tended her large family in a tiny, two-bedroom apartment in campus housing. She read to them in the evenings so her husband could study in a quiet house. Daughter Merlene Roberts says, "I've read 
Black Beauty and 
The Wind in the Willows since, but they haven't had near the meaning or enchantment they had in our family reading time."



Younger mothers are appreciated, too. Each month Sister Claudia Porter Black, Utah's Young Mother of the Year for 1974, paints the windows of her home, with her children's help, in decorations appropriate to the season. When they moved from California recently, Sister Black received a letter from a woman she had never met who had been driving her own children past the Black's home each month to show them the windows. She says, "You never know when others are watching your example."



Sister Darla D. Anderson, Ohio's Young Mother of the Year, is also devoted to good motherhood, a career she ennobles. Her desire to be a mother has brought both heartbreak and joy to her and her husband, Ray. Three of their four children lived only a few hours after birth. Her daughter, Rachel, is now a year old, and they have adopted Katie and Kelly.



Through it all, she has been a devoted Church worker and wife. Her husband recalls an example of how she has encouraged him to honor his priesthood. "It started with the premature birth of our first child, who lived only about 24 hours. Darla wanted me to bless this child and give it a name. Since then I've gone to the 'premie' nursery three other times to bless and name our children.



"Her quiet acceptance of the deaths of our three children, along with her faith that these children are not lost forever, has given us both the courage to adopt two others and plan for an even larger family both here and in the hereafter."
—
Susan H. Aylworth, mother of two sons and a freelance writer, lives with her husband in Bridgeport, Connecticut.



Cathy Larson, Visiting Teacher


Cathy Larson is in her early twenties, has two little girls, and is married to a very busy husband. Her calling in the Church is to be a Relief Society visiting teacher, and she is assigned to visit my mother.



Mother is in a nursing home in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and I live in California. Last Christmas Cathy Larson gave me the priceless gift of knowing my mother had a family to be with and people to care for her, even though she was so far away at this special time.



Mother wrote of a delicious Rocky Mountain trout Christmas dinner, and, including her in family gift giving, Cathy had sewn her a pair of warm slacks to wear on frequent trips from the nursing home to the hospital.



As Mother's visiting teacher, Cathy has often given me the gift of knowing there was someone near her. Although visiting teachers normally visit once a month, Cathy drives many miles to see Mother nearly every week, taking her homemade bread or some other treat she is allowed to eat. Often she washes and sets Mother's hair while she is there, and lately Cathy has also assisted in bathing Mother. When Mother has required hospitalization, Cathy has visited her there, too.



When time permits, Cathy writes me of Mother's progress. She writes as one who gives love unselfishly, telling me that she has learned things through this experience that have enriched her own soul. And Mother tells me that she has found another daughter in this benevolent sister's service.



This is the gospel of Jesus Christ and the spirit of Relief Society in action.
—
Nancy M. Hoch, mother of five boys, teaches Primary in Lake Natoma Ward, Fair Oaks California Stake.



Toymaker Mom


Small children can be just as happy with inexpensive, homemade toys as they are with expensive, elaborate ones, and the money saved by making playthings from common household items can be used to buy a tricycle, bicycle, or some other more costly item.



A small, sturdy box makes a fine boat to float around in the bathtub, and can even hold small treasures or a cake of soap.



Log houses and fences can be made from clothespins.



Materials for making dolls are plentiful. A clothespin doll can be fashioned by drawing a face on the head of a pin and wrapping a piece of bright cloth around the neck. The old familiar stocking doll is a white sock stuffed with rags with a face painted on, and even a paper bag stuffed with scraps and tied can substitute as a doll for a very small child.



A five-cornered doll may be made from two pieces of cloth that are cut in the shape of a star with pinking shears. Sew the pieces together on the right side of the material about one-fourth inch from the pinked edge, leaving an opening through which to stuff the doll with stuffing, cotton, or scraps cut from old nylon stockings. Close the opening, embroider on the eyes, nose, and mouth, and attach small bells to each of the points of the star, if you wish.



Paper dolls may be made by pasting figures from the fashion pages of magazines onto cardboard, and then trimming around the edges. Clothes for these dolls may be made from tissue or crepe paper.



Paste a large colored picture from a magazine on a piece of cardboard, and then cut the picture into four or five obvious pieces for a simple puzzle.



Sewing cards may be made by pasting pictures on cardboard, and then outlining the pictures with holes punched with an embroidery stiletto or a paper punch. A youngster could sew bright-colored yarn through the holes without using a needle. Twist one end of a long piece of yarn to a point and dip the point in a bottle of clear nail polish and let it dry. The point stiffens and can be used in place of a needle.



A large empty carton from the grocery store may be painted and used as a toy box, and a child can be taught to put his playthings in the box when playtime is over.



A pinwheel or windmill might be made from a square of colorful paper—perhaps the cover of a magazine—cut and folded as shown in the illustration, with a thumbtack holding the four turned-in corners in the center. With this thumbtack, the pinwheel may be attached to a smooth stick loosely enough so that when the child runs holding the stick out in front of him the pinwheel will revolve.
—
Leigh Haydon, Seattle, Washington.



Nutrition Against Disease


The December Relief Society Homemaking lesson, "Resistance and Immunity," briefly mentioned the importance of nutrition to good health. Medical researchers add that nutrition also has a definite effect on the body's ability to fight disease.



A medical symposium recently considered this relationship, and speakers reported research results showing that inadequate protein in the diet causes severe problems for children. Inadequate protein causes the thymus gland to produce abnormal T-cells, cells that normally provide the body with disease-fighting antibodies. These abnormal antibodies can't combat bacterial infections and may also damage the kidneys, resulting in kidney disease.



When the diet doesn't include enough vitamin A, infections of the respiratory, genito-urinary, and other tracts are frequent, persistent, and sometimes fatal. These problems are greatly reduced when the person receives enough vitamin A.



Such findings reinforce the fact that too much or too little of any nutrient leads to nutritional imbalance and possibly to serious health problems. As a good guideline, the National Academy of Sciences and the Food and Drug Administration have established requirements for a proper balance between proteins, fats, and carbohydrates as primary nutrients, with an adequate supply of vitamins and minerals.
—
Ann and 
Dean C. Fletcher, North Shore Ward, Wilmette Illinois Stake; Dr. Fletcher is director, Section on Food Science, American Medical Association.






Mirthright




 

As part of her prebaptismal instruction, my husband planned to read parts of the tract, "Which Church is Right?" with our seven-year-old daughter. After reading the title aloud she noticed the publisher's name in small print at the bottom of the page—The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. "Look, Daddy," she exclaimed, "they give you the answer at the bottom of the page!"



Valerie N. Bishop Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England



An elderly sister in our neighborhood had been ill. My wife asked our daughter to go and see how old Sister Green was this morning. Donna returned quickly. "Sister Green said it was none of your business how old she is!"



Don Epperson Austin, Texas



The branch president and his counselors were being released in sacrament meeting. The outgoing presidency and their wives were asked to bear their testimonies. The first counselor's wife, who was eight and one-half months pregnant, began, "Brothers and sisters, I can't tell you how much I've grown."



Susan Brimley Mesa, Arizona



While we were away from home during the Thanksgiving holidays, our three-year-old Laura received a postcard from her Sunday School teacher, saying how she missed Laura. This impressed our little girl. A few days later our six-year-old asked if she could see her grandfather if she went to heaven. Before I could answer, Laura declared, "Well, Roberta, I'm not going to heaven right now; my Sunday School teacher will miss me."



Marian Muse Silver City, New Mexico



Three-year-old Paul loved to learn Christmas carols. He came home from Junior Sunday School asking that we sing "Silent Night" over and over again. Puzzled by his fascination with this song, we listened carefully as he sang: "Silent night, holy night, Paul is calm, Paul is bright."



Marilyn H. Porter APO San Francisco



Eight-year-old Janet began to give the sacrament gem in Sunday School. She repeated the words: "I, the Lord, have suffered all these things, that ye might not suffer if ye would repent." Then looking out over the congregation she said, "Please repent."



Maurine R. Goold Monroe, Utah



When Grand Junction Colorado Stake members recently built new facilities for a welfare dairy farm, large work parties would congregate each Saturday at the site. One day, a local bishop was attempting to cut off a rafter that had been left protruding from the roof. After some good-natured complaining about the difficulty of sawing wood over one's head, he began to plead, in mock earnestness, for a power saw. His executive secretary, standing idly by, observed "Bishop, we have a power saw right here. It uses the power of the priesthood."



Gary Loren McCallister Grand Junction, Colorado



I was telling my problems to my husband and ended my conversation with, "I guess I must have a little devil sitting on my shoulder." He cleverly replied, "He wouldn't be there very long if you'd put your shoulder to the wheel."



Mrs. Ronald J. Holyoak Moab, Utah






The Importance of Shepherds




By 
Marra Hyde


 




 

It could have been a lonely time for Mary, Joseph, and the Child, away from home and family. Although they had each other, it wasn't particularly a favorable place for the bringing forth of a firstborn son—off in Bethlehem, paying taxes, and with "no room at the inn."



And so the Father sent shepherds—he called on humble, earthbound workers to add celebration to the birth of his son. They were the ones who heard "good tidings of great joy," that saw "this thing which is come to pass," and that made "known abroad the saying which was told them. …" [
Luke 2:10, 15, 17]



Christmas still needs shepherds. Some people need to 
have shepherds; all of us need to 
be shepherds—people sharing the joy of our Savior's birth with each other.



Schoolteacher Barbara Gruman has been unable to spend the past several Christmases with her family in Schenectady, New York. One year when she was in Boston, she helped organize a party for underprivileged children, then met with other single people away from home to spend Christmas Eve on Boston's Lewisburg Square. They opened presents together that Christmas morning.



"My philosophy," she says, "is that celebrating Christmas without your family can happen to everybody sooner or later. A lot of people in my home ward in Schenectady, even though they have families of their own, are originally from the western United States, where the major portion of their families are for Christmas, so they really feel as if they're far from home."



Lorin Folland, a single Salt Lake City artist, uses art to personalize and specialize Christmas. "Christmas is the time when we use art so much, and it expresses how we feel," he says. Brother Folland decorates his downstairs art gallery and designs a different tree every year. He buys a gift for each of his nieces and nephews and wraps it in the same decor as the tree; they are all invited over for a Christmas dinner he cooks himself. Afterwards he entertains the children with an illustrated story.



Expanding Christmas outside his family, Brother Folland also treats the children in his neighborhood. "I think the main thing is not to be concerned with yourself," he says. "I've always had a great time with the neighborhood kids, too. I make stockings for all of them, fill them with fruit and toys, and take them around on Christmas day."



"No one has any reason to be lonely at Christmas," agrees Gretta Croft, a retired Salt Lake social worker. She invites her brothers' and sisters' families to her home for a buffet dinner, or she participates with them in a progressive dinner, so the families can see everyone else's Christmas decorations. Although she involves herself with such family activities, Sister Croft recognizes that some people who are alone need encouragement to attend Christmas events.



"Sometimes lonely people will refuse invitations when they really want to go, because they are so used to not going that they won't go. Church members need to encourage them," she says. "This problem is sometimes even greater with older people than with teenagers going through a shy stage."



Bishop Spencer Nilson and his wife of Salt Lake City Monument Park Third Ward, Salt Lake Foothill Stake, organize a party every year. Last year they took members of their ward who didn't have families out to dinner and then to a Brigham Young University concert. "It's something many of them would not have done on their own," Bishop Nilson explains.



These are just a few of the may shepherds who "keep watch" at Christmas. Actually there are scores of them everywhere—priesthood quorums, bishoprics, Young Women's classes, friends, neighbors, relatives. They include anyone caught up in the Christmas spirit who says, "Let us now go even unto Bethlehem. …" [
Luke 2:15]
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We Didn't Have a Tree, Until …


By 
Janet W. Sorensen



The Christmas Eve I remember best began with a glorious snowstorm that filled the streets so that even the streetcars had a hard time making it over the icy rails. It was great sledding weather, and when Mother asked my teenage brother to run an errand for her, I gladly accompanied him. I was nine, and sledding at that time was a life of ease for me, for Grant either had to pull me on the sled or run along behind while pushing me, hoping to jump on for a ride while we coasted.



The happy years of my childhood came during the great Depression. For me, it was a time of learning and sharing. I was even encouraged to accompany Grant on his daily rounds after school while he sold cottage cheese from door to door to supplement the family income. You see, Dad was having a rough time of it. Our new store, which had been doing well right up to 1929, was closed now, and Dad found it difficult to keep a job as store after store, and factories, too, closed their doors.



We were gliding now, laughing as we went, to deliver some reports to the Relief Society president from our mother, who was her secretary. We were welcomed into a gaily decorated, warm house, and before we left we were each rewarded with a lovely big orange. What a treat! Before the age of transportation as we know it today, oranges were scarce where we lived, and to receive one in your Christmas stocking was something special. But to get one for doing practically nothing was an unexpected joy, and we traveled home with light hearts. Christmas was already a success!



Yet, at home, it was a bit hard to tell it was Christmas. For the first time in our lives no brightly lighted Christmas tree stood in the corner between the piano and the colonnades. Our family had talked it over and decided we could dispense with a tree this year. The tiny gifts I had made for Mom and Dad in school, wrapped in white tissue paper, rested uncomfortably on the sewing machine, alongside the small packages my brothers had managed to acquire with carefully hoarded pennies.



After a supper of hot soup and crusty bread, we lingered at the table awhile, then washed up the supper dishes. And then we sat. What do you do on Christmas Eve when there are no presents to be wrapped, no pies to be made, no tree in the front room? We played a game. And then we sat some more. Finally Dad could stand it no longer. Jumping to his feet, he almost shouted, "I've got 50 cents in my pocket. Let's go see if we can get a tree!" Fifty cents! And no payday in sight. What love and devotion must have determined that sudden decision!



Yet, at the very moment, before we could say anything, the doorbell rang. My brother and I ran to the door, and to our surprise no one was there. We looked around in disappointment, and then we saw it—a glorious tree! We looked in every direction but could find no one to claim the tree. It had to be ours!



I can still feel the thrill, the excitement. I can still see the tears on my dad's cheeks as he helped us decorate it. We hadn't told anyone that we didn't have a tree, and we had been very careful not to invite friends to our home for them to discover it. Later the bishop of our ward disclaimed any knowledge of it; the Relief Society thought it was a wonderful gesture but refused any credit for it; the neighbors were no more friendly than usual—so, we never knew where the tree came from. But the road seemed brighter for us as a family because some good soul had brought us a Christmas tree—and love—on our darkest Christmas Eve.
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Janet W. Sorensen is presently living in Porto Alegre, Brazil, where her husband, Lynn A. Sorensen, is president of the Brazil Porto Alegre Mission.



Scriptures and Scrambled Eggs


By 
Gary J. Coleman



As Christmas drew near, it was evident that unless my brother Jerry and I worked during the holiday vacation, we would not be able to continue college the following semester. So we both decided to work an extra week and go home toward the end of the vacation. I invited Jerry to share my apartment, since his dorm was closing and my roommates were going home. As we made our plans, I kept hoping an opportunity would arise to share the gospel with him.



A few weeks earlier, two days after my baptism into The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, I had seen Jerry near the campus. All of my family had had misgivings about my taking this step.



"Did you go through with it?" he asked.



"Yes," I replied. "I feel good about what I have done."



He looked into my eyes and surprised me with his next remark. "You're my oldest brother. I know you wouldn't have done it if you hadn't thought it was right."



A feeling of relief swept over me. He hasn't cut me off, I thought. He still has respect for me.



During the months I investigated the gospel, I had wrestled with the question, "Which church is true?" And, as the oldest son in our close family, I was especially aware of the role I played in leading my younger brothers and sisters. I had to be sure, absolutely sure, that I was doing the right thing. The hours, the days, and the months of turmoil as I sought an answer are still vivid in my memory. Finally, the answer had come one winter morning in the sweet, peaceful manner in which the Lord gives it.



Now I wanted to tell Jerry all about the gospel. But my plans hit a snag. He would work a night shift and I would work a day shift! We would only be together during the breakfast and dinner hours.



How sacred those hours became! Each day we discussed a different question regarding our religious faiths, and after some hesitation—and to my delight—Jerry developed a hunger for the truth.



Christmas vacation turned out to be one of the most satisfying experiences of my life; it was a time of giving and sharing that I shall never forget. We spent almost every waking hour at the little kitchen table discussing the gospel. Our meals were almost incidental compared to our spiritual feasting.



Later, when we returned home to our family, I experienced a new appreciation for each member and sensed an acute awareness of my responsibility to share the gospel with them.



Jerry was baptized in March. What a glorious day! Now I had another member of the family who felt as I did about the gospel! We rejoiced together and discussed our hopes and concerns for our brothers and sisters. Our bond has grown stronger over the years, and we have since had the opportunity to widen the circle of family gospel involvement by baptizing our sister and her husband and by doing temple work for our kindred dead.



As I look back on that Christmas season of many years ago, I realize that sharing the gospel with others is the most priceless gift we can give.
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Gary J. Coleman is director of the Spokane Institute of Religion and serves as second counselor in the Spokane Washington East Stake presidency.



The Twelve Gifts of Christmas


By 
Joyce Backstrom



Loneliness and Christmas are not meant to go hand in hand; yet Christmases for Elizabeth Blumberg, a Hungarian convert of 20 years, were very lonely indeed. It had not always been so; she had raised a family and had had the fun of traditional Christmases, both in Budapest and in Canada. But now she was lonely. People didn't mean to be unkind, she knew, but Christmas was a time when everyone was just 
too busy.



Sister Blumberg accepted the situation with the same calm she accepted all else—things she regretted but could not change: advanced age, partial deafness, failing eyesight, widowhood, a halting command of the English language, and the fact that she could not share her love of the gospel with the nonmember daughter and family with whom she lived.



Christmas 1973 approached in the usual way. On the 14th of December, however, there was a knock on the door, a bright package on the doorstep, and a card that read, "On the first day of Christmas what did Sister Blumberg see? A potted plant, as pretty as can be. From a Secret Friend."



This Christmas season would be the most memorable one of her life. Someone did care.



The next day brought another knock, another gift, and another card, again signed, "Secret Friend." This time the package contained two Christmas candles. Someone was taking the time to give a lonely elderly sister something to think about and to look forward to—not just once, but 12 times that season.



The gifts were delightful: four tree ornaments, five flowers, six Santa soaps, seven cookies, eight candy canes, and so on. Finally, on Christmas day, a red felt stocking holding 12 little gifts was left on the porch. This time Sister Blumberg opened the door in time to catch a glimpse of a young girl scurrying into a car.



Several weeks later Sister Blumberg discovered, quite by accident, that her secret friends were a class of Young Women. How she loves those sweet girls! She treasures their cards, and laughs with delight when she recalls each thoughtful gift. Twelve secret friends took time to care at Christmas.
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Snowdrifts and Good Deeds

Two families share their feelings about a treasured experience that happened one Christmas in Alaska.


Family A: Some years ago, when I was trying to teach my children about brotherly love and sharing, we held a family council and decided that each Christmas we would take what we had and help someone less fortunate. Our children would help choose the gifts, wrap them, and deliver them. This is now a highlight of each Christmas season at our home.



Last year one of the families in our ward was in obvious financial distress because of serious illness and loss of income. Because of their great need, a number of ward members helped with the contribution of money for and purchase of Christmas gifts, and asked our family to deliver them a few days before Christmas.



It was dusk as we piled all of our children into the car, along with the gifts. A special addition was a beautiful gingerbread house a ward member had made. As we approached our destination, however, we saw to our dismay that the whole family was eating supper right by the front window. This made anonymous delivery at the front door impossible.



We drove past the house and parked about a block away. While all the neighborhood dogs barked their disapproval, we sneaked up the road and decided to make our way through thigh-deep snow over a high embankment leading to the back of their house. The bank was so steep that I lost my balance once and fell backward into the snow with a single thought in mind: "Don't drop the gingerbread house!" I didn't, and we continued our ungraceful crawl as the family giggled and dogs increased their barking. Finally, near panic, we deposited the gifts on the patio and floundered back to the road as fast as possible.



The barking of the excited dogs accompanied us nearly all the way to the car, and then abruptly it ceased. Good grief! Were the dogs feasting on the gingerbread house? We ran to a nearby home, explained what we had done, and called "our" family, under guise, telling them to look on their patio for a Christmas surprise.



When we finally collapsed in the car with red cheeks, freezing feet, and a glow in our hearts, one of the children exclaimed, "Whose family do you think we should surprise next year?"




Family B: In past years our family had always enjoyed rather abundant Christmases because both my wife and I worked. But last year was different, and it turned into the most meaningful Christmas we have ever experienced.



Almost a year before, my wife had been forced to leave her job and take our children to the "lower 48" states so that one of our sons, who had cancer, could receive special treatment. In the past we had two incomes for one family; we now had to support two family units on only one income. Things were mighty bleak when my wife and children returned to Alaska, but we decided that just being together this Christmas was happiness and blessings enough.



Then strange things began to happen. First, the bishop asked if the ward could help. Finally, after quite a bit of persuasion, we agreed to have the ward supply some needed groceries. Then, people began to drop by with fruit and freshly baked bread. Finally, about two days before Christmas, three packages and a gingerbread house appeared on the patio anonymously. We were overwhelmed. We knew then that we were truly loved by our fellow ward members.



We plan to keep the gingerbread house throughout the years. It will help us remember the true meaning of Christmas.



We Make Memories for Christmas


By 
Mildred Chandler Austin



"Is that all?" It was the innocent query of a five-year-old caught up in the materialism of Christmas, after the large assortment of gifts stacked under our tree had disintegrated into a heap of ribbons, paper, and empty boxes.



Was that all? For weeks we had planned, schemed, and worried about how to satisfy the children as their lists grew longer each day. I had even taken a part-time job as a salesclerk so that the children wouldn't be disappointed and we wouldn't have to go into debt. But, in order to accomplish this, we had sacrificed evenings of carol singing, cookie making, and story reading, the real spirit of the occasion, so we could fulfill these materialistic Christmas dreams. How futile our efforts now seemed!



In 1903 President Joseph F. Smith said, "Our pleasures depend more upon the qualities of our desires than upon the gratification," for, said he, our desires "incite us to energy and … make us productive and creative in life." (See 
Juvenile Instructor, July 1903, p. 400.) If our desires are weak, our creations are likely to be puny and worthless. He went on to say that children who have everything they want, when they want it, are most unfortunate, because their capacity to enjoy has been greatly weakened by not having to wait.



We gave this some thought, realizing that the education of our desires is really the important thing! So, last Christmas, our family of nine held council and decided to forego exchanging gifts. We decided instead to "make memories" for our family. As a result, we pooled our funds and went on a camping trip—to a sunny beach in Mexico.



What a lovely Christmas Eve! After decorating our campsite we caroled to the other campers in the park, and then we settled down to our traditional storytelling. Each family member told his favorite Christmas story. We sang "Silent Night," had family prayer, and retired to bed with a strong feeling of devotion toward him whose birthday we were commemorating.



When morning came, there were no gifts to unwrap, but we played a glorious game of football in the deep, warm sand of a deserted beach (I didn't even mind getting tackled), and we ate a delicious Christmas dinner of freshly caught shrimp. It was truly a happy day.



When the Christmas vacation was over and we returned home, we knew we had a memory that would linger long and become ever more precious. Even this year, with two children recently married and two serving on foreign missions for the Church, we hope to keep our sights above commercialism and give of ourselves in the true spirit of Christmas.



[illustrations] Illustrated by James Christensen
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Seminaries and Institutes, International School for 275,000: A Conversation with Joe J. Christensen

Joe J. Christensen
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Since 1912, the Seminaries and Institutes of Religion of the Church Educational System have been a vital force for good in the lives of thousands of Latter-day Saint young people.





What is now a worldwide program had its beginnings in Salt Lake City in 1912 with the first seminary; the University of Idaho had the first institute of religion in 1928.





Like the Church, the program is now moving into deepening internationalization under the direction of Dr. Joe J. Christensen, associate commissioner of education for seminaries and institutes.





To gain an insight into the seminaries and institutes program, its challenges, and the role that it plays, the Ensign met with Brother Christensen.




ENSIGN: 
Most of the Saints' knowledge of seminaries and institutes is based on what happens "next door." What is the real scope of the program?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN: 
Back in 1912 when the seminary program started, it was a local Salt Lake City program. Even as late as 1970 it was strictly an English-language program operating mostly in the United States and in western Canada's LDS communities. Also at that time we had programs beginning in England, Australia, and New Zealand. But 1970 ushered in a new era when the Board of Education of the Church Educational System made the momentous decision that the seminary program should be made available to the Church worldwide wherever numbers warranted and circumstances permitted.



Now, when your son or daughter participates in seminary or institute, he or she is one of some 275,000 students in 48 countries studying the gospel in 16 different languages.




ENSIGN: 
How does Church education serve the youth and parents of the Church?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN:
 There are various ways that we can provide regular and specific weekday religious training for our youth. First of all, of course, is the released-time seminary program in which school authorities permit students to take seminary during regular school hours. An increasing number of states in the United States are allowing schools to participate in this program. We also have early-morning classes where seminary is held prior to school hours.



Then there are home seminaries, an interesting development begun in 1967 and internationally evolved in 1970 to provide home study seminary programs for youth who are unable to participate in the other two programs.



By 1971, we had more nonreleased-time students (those attending early morning seminary or taking home study seminary) than we did released-time students. This has not meant a decrease in the number of released-time students, but a massive increase in the number of nonreleased-time students. It means, of course, that we are reaching far more young members of the Church.




ENSIGN: 
Does the home study student receive the same material as the student who attends a class?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN:
 Yes. It is essentially the same material, but in a different format.




ENSIGN: 
What is the difference?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN:
 For the released-time or nonreleased-time classes, the student has a manual that corresponds with the teacher's manual and with the necessary teaching aids for daily instruction. In home study, the students meet once a week with an instructor called to that position. The instructor selects the material for the individual student to study during the coming week. Home study material is such that it can cover an academic year, just as the material for the daily classes can.




ENSIGN: 
You mentioned that other states in the United States are accepting the idea of released-time seminary, so youth can receive specific religious education. Is this indicative of a current concern for the well-being of youth?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN:
 I think there may be a combination of reasons why states in the United States are granting released time for seminary study. The major reason, I would suggest, is that we have gone through a period of critical times with youth—drug experimentation, hippie subcultures, and dropping out. I think this has sobered the older generation: they feel they ought to do more to establish stabilizing influences for youth in their education. I think the seminary program is being recognized outside of the Church as one that provides stability in the lives of youth by helping them develop strong moral character. It's interesting to note that other churches are attempting to pattern programs for their youth after the Church's seminary program.




ENSIGN:
 Earlier you referred to the Board of Education of the Church Educational Program. Who are they?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN:
 The Board is composted of the First Presidency, the Council of the Twelve, five other General Authorities, and the general president of the Relief Society.



It is important to me that, as far as I know, the only time all of the First Presidency and the Council of the Twelve meet regularly other than their temple meetings each week is in their capacity as the Board of Education. This practice reflects the Church's traditional emphasis on education, and we should recognize that those who govern the affairs of the Church also actively govern the affairs of seminaries and institutes.




ENSIGN:
 What are the goals for growth in the system?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN:
 Our real goal is to help bring the full Church program to members throughout the world. Just as the Brethren create stakes and wards for that purpose, they have asked us to bring the full program of Church education to the world.



As an example of our worldwide thrust, let me tell you about Korea. As far as education goes, Korea is a phenomenal country. In Seoul 40 percent of the Saints are between 18 and 25. A survey indicates that 38 percent of Korea's Church membership are college graduates. That is the highest ratio of college-trained Saints in the world. To serve this large percentage of Korean Saints, an institute was organized. We rented a classroom and hired a native Korean as instructor. Incidentally, he's now the stake president.



Since then the Home Study Seminary Program has been added. Next, we hope for authorization to construct our own building, the first Church institute outside North America.



We try to offer institute classes whenever we have 15 students at a post-high school-level institution who are interested and willing to enroll. As the numbers increase, we develop the full institute program.



Whenever we find approximately 100 Latter-day Saint high school students we seek for released-time seminary; and where that is approved, we make plans for a seminary building.



Although this can be done quickly, it cannot be done overnight. When we started our expansion program in 1970 we did not have any courses translated into any other language. Our desire was to carry out the will of the Lord to translate materials and to export to all nations the seminary program in the home study format. That has been the consuming part of my assignment. I must be sure that we are getting the writing, production, and translation of curriculum materials underway, and that we get personnel on site with budgets and appropriate backup.



We will grow as fast as we can train teachers, write and translate materials, and organize students into classes.




ENSIGN: 
How are the seminary and institute courses prepared?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN: 
We have a small, but very able, group of writers working at three levels: elementary, seminary, and institute.




ENSIGN: 
Elementary? Are seminaries and institutes operated at the elementary level?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN: 
Yes. We prepare religious courses for children enrolled in Church elementary schools in the South Pacific, Mexico, and Chile. We also prepare special material for children enrolled in Indian seminary classes.



Further, we are working at the college level to coordinate all our religious study material so that no matter where a student attends, he or she will be studying the best in gospel scholarship that the Church can offer. We already have a coordinated Book of Mormon program; we are now working on such a program for other gospel topics.




ENSIGN: 
Do seminary and institute courses have different purposes?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN: 
Not different purposes, but differences in approach because of differences in students. When students reach institute age, they are more disciplined, questioning, and serious.



We try never to make the mistake of substituting an intellectual questioning approach to the gospel at the expense of the spiritual approach. College students are hungry for something that will motivate them spiritually.




ENSIGN: 
How does the family fit into the picture of seminary and institute study?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN: 
One of the best things that could happen would be for parents to really come to know what their children are studying in seminary. The home study format accomplishes that a little more naturally than the released-time program, because students are studying at home; many parents have set up a time to join their children in gospel study. Where that is happening, the family is stronger and more supportive, and they progress as a unit.



Unfortunately, most families aren't yet very involved in studying with early morning and released-time seminary students. Parents encourage their children to enroll, but the encouragement all too often stops there. Ideally, they would work with their children to make the gospel concepts they are taught in class come alive in the home through practical example. Like every other arm of the kingdom, the seminary program exists to support the home. But in order to be most effective, the home has to help out, too.



I have a strong testimony of the importance of the religious education program of the Church. Although it may be important for a child to learn a secular skill, it is infinitely more important that he learn the gospel. All true religion is educational, and all true education is essentially religious.



I wish everyone could share that vision—it would not change the purpose of seminaries and institutes, but it might influence our results.




ENSIGN: 
What is the prime intent of the program?




BROTHER CHRISTENSEN: 
We want to teach the scriptures in context so students will not only get into the scriptures—we want the scriptures to get into them.



Our goal is to offer an environment where a student will get excited and change his life as a result of his experience. We are developing materials that we hope the students will find stimulating and enjoyable enough to cause such a change.



[photo] Home study group, eager for discussion, in Seoul, Korea.



[photo] Seminary and institute class in Frankfurt, Germany.
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Thanks from Nonmember


I want to thank all you special Mormons. I truly believe you are some of the most priceless people in the world today.



My family was en route from Rhode Island to California to attend my wedding. Two days before their scheduled arrival I received a phone call from Sante Fe, New Mexico. My brother-in-law had suffered a heart attack and had been rushed to a hospital, where he remained in intensive care for three weeks. My sister and her two young daughters were stranded.



A woman, whose son was a patient in the emergency room, witnessed the incident. She comforted my family and took them into her home. When I arrived, I was also welcomed. A week later, when unexpected company arrived at the family's home, their bishop and his wife took us into their home. They had a spirituality about them that set them apart from others. There was always plenty of food, regardless of how many of us were there. Evening family prayer was a highlight and an inspiration.



Through this experience and through association with my Mormon roommate of the past six years, I have really come to know and love the Mormon people.



Anna M. Lucas Hacienda Heights, California



"Old Dead Book" of Job


I'm grateful for the enlightening article by Rebecca Cornwall (July 1974 
Ensign). It not only gave me a greater understanding of the Book of Job, but it brought to light a common mistake of "concerned friends."



Her lesson about true compassion and sincere concern struck me with force; how many times in an effort to "help" have I misjudged, preached, and advised but not listened? The words 
compassion and 
charity now have a new meaning for me.



Wendy J. Ulmer Jacksonville, Florida



"Why Am I So Unhappy?"


I wish I could have Vern Green's article, "Why Am I So Unhappy?" (June 1974 
Ensign), recorded so I could listen to it whenever I start asking those questions when I'm out working. The members here loved it, too. The magazine came just in time for a talk, and those words also ring true in Swedish. Thank you again from an elder who really loves the 
Ensign.



Elder Don Asp Vaxjö, Sweden



Changing Format


Thank you for publishing an exceptionally fine magazine. I missed the 
Relief Society Magazine at first, but since your format now includes such departments as Random Sampler, I Have A Question, and Mormon Journal, as well as other enlightening features like the First Presidency Message and the conference addresses that I have long depended upon, I enjoy the 
Ensign now more than ever.



Diane McFarland Brown Tempe, Arizona



Testimonies Strengthened


I am so grateful for Mormon Journal in the 
Ensign, especially the stories in the July issue. The testimonies, so simple yet so strong, have strengthened me, especially the one in which Sister Kultorp from Norway explained what was keeping her from attending Church: "That little thing is yourself, struggling in opposition"; and the one in which Sister Rinne from Finland said, "If you love him, why not serve him?" Those two phrases triggered an added strength and hope in me.



Renn Rochelle Reed San Leandro, California



"No-Simmer Summer"


Thank you for "No-Simmer Summer in the Kitchen" (June 1974 
Ensign). We tried the popsicles and loved them. New recipes for the summer are just what every housewife needs.



As a Relief Society member, I have missed our own magazine; but when it comes to keeping up on my reading, I'm glad we only have one magazine. I now can read the 
Ensign from cover to cover each month before the new one comes, and still read my pages from the scriptures.



Ilana Thompson Carlsbad, New Mexico



Iceland Excluded


I enjoyed the section in July's 
Ensign on the Church in Scandinavia very much, but I was disappointed to see Iceland excluded and Denmark instead called "Scandinavia's smallest country." Although Iceland is not always considered part of Scandinavia, it is politically united with Scandinavia under The Nordic Council.



It has been many years since the Church sent missionaries to Iceland, but early activity there did have an effect. Two Icelanders, Thorarinn Haflidason and Gudmundur Gudmundsson, who joined the Church in Denmark, were sent by Erastus Snow as missionaries to Iceland. Their efforts resulted in the first emigration from Iceland to America in 1855, with families settling in Spanish Fork, Utah—some 20 years before any other Icelanders emigrated.



Eirikur Olafsson a Brunum, a popular writer of travel stories, was converted later in the century. His experiences in searching for the Promised Land, together with Thordur Didriksson's colorful missionary activities, form the basis of a novel, 
Paradise Reclaimed, by the Nobel Prize winner, Halldor Laxness.



As for the contributions of immigrants and their descendants, one need look no further than Kate B. Carter's prolific publications in 
Our Pioneer Heritage, for which she was awarded Iceland's Order of the Falcon.



George S. Tate Ithaca, New York



Iranian Update


A note about "We Were the Church in Iran" (April 1974 
Ensign). The Church has a branch in Tehran, Iran, where we have about 80 members. A branch has been here for about 20 years, the older members tell me. The author's article was about a small town in Iran, and she probably was the only member there. Total membership for all of Iran is about 182 persons. We have a few Iranian members, but mostly the branch represents families of civilians and military personnel associated with the U.S. government.



Mrs. Roger Redmond Tehran, Iran



The Living Room Display


We enjoy the 
Ensign magazine more than you can imagine. It brings us great spiritual uplift, needed advice for us as parents, a welcome gourmet of humor, beautiful photography, helpful hints for the home, and stories to remind us of the service and sacrifices of those living in other parts of the world and those who have gone before. We always leave about eight issues on our table in our living room, and are delighted to have those both in and out of the Church choose one and thumb through it when they visit. You have done a tremendous job to produce a magazine that is both professionally attractive and spiritually enlightening.



Bryan R. Gerritsen Kalamazoo, Michigan



Genealogical Donations


The article "Philanthropy—Not Just for Millionaires" (March 1974 
Ensign) is a very useful article, and we can understand why the article could not list every branch of Church affiliation as a potential recipient. Therefore, members of the Church might be interested to know how the situation stands with regard to individual donations for private research on their genealogical lines. Since the closing of the research department of the Church Genealogical Society for custom research in 1963, the Genealogical Society has not accepted such contributions. Following the opening of the Brigham Young University Genealogical Research Center in 1969, now known as BYU Family History Services, this office has accepted such funds, and, in fact, encourages them.



Jerry D. Wells, Manager Brigham Young University Family History Services






Insights




 

"To repent is to forsake all forms of sin, ignorance, and failure, and then turn our lives upward toward more beautiful and worthwhile things."



Elder 
Sterling W. Sill Assistant to the Council of the Twelve (from a radio talk)



How Like A Laser


"One of the most remarkable scientific achievements of this decade is the laser. This mechanism is powerful enough to vaporize holes in steel plates but gentle enough to make repairs in a damaged human eye. When the United States sent a camera to the moon to take pictures of the earth, no trace of lights in giant cities could be seen, but three small laser flashes were readily visible.



A laser is simply a machine for making light more powerful. A purified light enters the machine, where it is reflected back and forth between two mirrors. Each time it is reflected, the light grows more intense until it finally leaves the laser magnified or amplified and capable of performing near-miracles.



How like the laser are our Latter-day Saint families! The gospel comes to enlighten our lives as the purified light feeds the laser. Within our families we reflect light. Eventually the gospel light becomes so strong in our families that it stands out for the world to see.



In order to have light amplification in a laser or to have gospel amplification in our homes, we must have two "mirrors."



The two "mirrors" in our homes are the example of the parents and the example of the children. Usually, as parents, we are aware of how important our example is to children, but sometimes we forget our responsibilities to them and to ourselves. We boo referees, run stop lights, or gossip about our neighbors. We should give a great deal of thought to the kind of example we are presenting to those little mirrors who follow us around.



What are some of the qualities of a child that should be examples to us? There are many that could be listed, including honest and frank communication, easy forgiving and quick forgetting of grudges, the desire to help others, and, most important of all, faith.



How like a laser our families can be! If we accept the light of the gospel into our homes and reflect it between our two mirrors in a medium of love and understanding, it will grow stronger and brighter. The light of the gospel will be as a beacon to the world, showing the one right path to God."




Kenneth B. Powell, Millcreek Tenth Ward, Salt Lake Millcreek Stake



The Guideline Of Love


"Love in and of itself will not solve the problems we have in learning to live together. For instance, if we want a child to learn to read, just loving him will not be enough. Someone has to be willing to teach him the mechanics of reading. It is because we love him that we must 
do something.



What can we do? We must realize that the kindest person in the world is the one who will help the child get control of himself. This is the person who will set limits.



Let's compare this to crossing the Bay Bridge between Oakland and San Francisco. Traveling that freeway for the first time is rather frightening. Once you have started, there is no turning back. The traffic literally pushes you along, and as you climb high above the bay with all the traffic and noise and confusion, you begin to wonder what would happen if you should have a blowout or run out of gas. The fear of being bumped and knocked into the bay is real. But as you move along, you realize the steel girders and railings along the side of the bridge are there to protect you if you should get out of control and become unable to function on your own. If you should encounter difficulties that you can't manage, the girders will prevent you from crashing into the water.



Imagine for a moment crossing that bridge without those railings. Consider our children without any guidelines for their lives. This is the finest love a parent can bestow—guidelines that give security and reassurance."




Clyde Boyle, Eighth Ward, San Jose California Stake






Mormon Media




 

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 
By N. Eldon Tanner



"I plead with all Latter-day Saints, wherever they may be, to live so that they can enjoy their own self-respect and the respect of others, and so that the Lord will be able to say, 'Here is a person on whom I can depend. He is a person who can be counted upon to live up to all the standards and commandments of the Church and be a real leader.'"



"Let us go forward this day and always, seeking first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, knowing that it all will bring joy, success, and all things for our good."



For more than 10 years as a member of the First Presidency, President Tanner has counseled the members of the Church to first seek the kingdom of God. In this book's 37 chapters, some of that counsel has been distilled.



And he has followed his own advice. When called to the First Presidency in 1963, he explained part of his own formula for seeking the kingdom:



"… I wish to pledge with you again that my life and all that I have will be completely devoted to the service of my Maker and to my fellowmen, always with a prayer in my heart that he will give me wisdom and knowledge, courage and strength, inspiration and determination, and ability to keep his commandments and serve him in a way that will be acceptable to him."





Deseret Book Co., 303 pp., $4.95.




"Relationships … Self … Family … God" 
By Paul H. Dunn and Richard M. Eyre



In the introduction to their book, the authors ask the question, "Is there anything you can take with you … from this life to the next other than the relationships you have formed?"



"… Things are the antithesis of people; and that's the choice we face so often … people or things … relationships or achievements … taking time to get to know someone or getting another thing done. Why is it that we usually choose the thing over the person, even when we know that the thing is temporary and the person is forever?"



In an examination of who we are, why we are here, and the things we may do in order to achieve genuine relationships with ourselves, our families, and God, the authors write in a style that Elder Dunn describes as "short and terse. What we need is not more speed readers, but fewer superfluous words. You add your own adjectives and applications and then it will be your book, not ours."



Beginning with an explanation that all strivings for excellence promote our relationship with ourselves, the reader is helped to understand how to achieve a oneness in the family unit, how to execute stewardships in the family, and how to achieve a relationship with God.



"The reward for building any relationship is the continuation of that relationship and of its benefits, throughout eternity. The reward for building a relationship with God, therefore, reaches unimaginable proportions, for continuation of a relationship with Him throughout eternity 
means attainment of the celestial kingdom and eternal life. And naturally it should be so, for to truly know God … insures the highest eternal reward."



Bookcraft, Inc., 191 pp., $3.95.



A Woman's Reach 
By Belle S. Spafford



To Belle S. Spafford, former general president of the Relief Society, a woman's reach "is bounded only by what her mind accepts and her heart allows." The selections in her book, many from her addresses, reach from her role as a mother to those of high international prominence.



She tells of reading the pioneer 
Women's Exponent when doing historical research and smiling somewhat patronizingly at statements such as "standing as we do at the head of the women of the world," and "in our position as leaders of women of the world. …"



But when she later attended the International Council of Women Conference as chairman of the 10-woman United States delegation, she was introduced as head of the oldest and most influential council in the world Those pioneer phrases flashed back into her mind, and this time, "I did not smile. I knew that our pioneer women leaders had been given by divine insight a knowledge of the destiny of Relief Society that many of us who have followed after them have had to gain through the tedious processes of learning and experience."



Sister Spafiord shares meaningful counsel for Latter-day Saint women in our day. She challenges, "What price are you willing to pay for being a Latter-day Saint?" She bears her own testimony that it is "worth the full price. Its price consists … of very special types of currency, such as self-discipline, respect for Church authority, obedience to Church teachings, strict adherence to God's commandments, uncompromising integrity, courage to be a practicing believer, maintenance of Church standards irrespective of prevailing attitudes or circumstances."





Deseret Book Co., 160 pp., $4.95.




The Gift of Self 
By Marion D. Hanks



"A high school student leader was called on to speak extemporaneously in a Church meeting. He responded with good feeling and good sense. He spoke briefly about the conflict in which our country is engaged, then, with a tear in his eye, he electrified and moved us emotionally when he said—right off the top of his heart:



"'If there has to be trouble, thank God, it can be in my time! I don't want my little brother or the son I hope someday to have to have to fight a war on these or other shores. If there has to be trouble, thank God it can be in my time.'"



Divided into six sections, the messages of Elder Marion D. Hanks' book, 
Gift of Self, counsel us how to give appreciation, concern, service, obedience, leadership, and love. Insightful comments about family life and how joyful it can be, sensitive responses to delicate situations, sympathetic understanding of trials and temptations, the ability to reprimand and discipline followed by an outpouring of love—Elder Hanks combines them all in his own skillful way and teaches us the gift of self, the art of unselfishness.





Bookcraft, Inc., 308 pp., $4.95.




Confrontation at Worms 
By De Lamar Jensen



"I'll knock a hole in his drum" was Martin Luther's irate response from Wittenberg when Dominican Friar Johann Tetzel came hawking indulgences in nearby Brandenburg. But clerical vices were not Luther's main concern. "The real evil," he declared, "was the incomparably more baneful and cruel canker. … the deliberate silence regarding the word of truth."



On the eve of All Saints' Day in 1517, Luther challenged the Dominicans by posting 95 theses denouncing their "holy trade" on the door of the castle church in Wittenberg.



Yet, in spite of the currency of Luther's proposition throughout much of Europe, no one perceived it as the opening declaration of the Reformation.



The author of 
Confrontation at Worms is a professor of history at Brigham Young University and has written several books about the Renaissance and the Reformation. Here he briefly describes the religious upheaval of the 16th century in which Luther was embroiled:



"The path from Wittenberg to Worms, from universal Catholicism to fragmented Protestantism, was a series of conflicts and confrontations pitting Martin Luther first against himself, then against the clergy and the papacy, and finally against the empire.



"The Edict of Worms vividly testifies to the power and intensity of the mounting religious struggle that reached its first great climax in April 1521 in the confrontation at Worms between Martin Luther and Emperor Charles V."



Readers of 
Confrontation at Worms are immediately impressed by the extraordinarily handsome appearance of this volume. Its covers are imprinted with Hans Hobien the Younger's provocative woodcut, "German Hercules." The carefully bound textured pages in tones of brown come to life with a profusion of choice woodcuts, engravings, sketches, and paintings to mark this volume as a fine example of the bookbinding art.



While the first portion of this book deals with Luther's dilemma, culminating in the Edict at Worms, the balance of it contains a photographic reproduction of a rare copy of the edict itself in a beautifully ornamental French script. The English translation is printed on each facing page.



Labeled an "obstinate, schismatic heretic" by the drafters of the edict, Martin Luther's response to the Archbishop of Trier, who entreated him to withdraw his statement, was consistent with his uncompromising stand for truth:



"I would rather lose my life and head than desert the crystal-clear word of God."





Brigham Young University Press, 119 pp., $10.50.






News of the Church




Washington Temple, Missionary Tool


As the date for the mid-November dedication of the Washington Temple approached, the already long lines of temple visitors grew even longer. Interest in the temple was high not only because of its commanding position on the skyline of the Washington, D.C. area, but also because of the extensive coverage given the temple and the Church by leading newspapers, magazines, and radio and television stations.



Special articles about the temple appeared in 
Time, Newsweek, and 
U.S. News and World Report. Extensive coverage was given to the Church as a direct result of a press conference held to introduce the temple and President Spencer W. Kimball to national press representatives.



Typical of the missionary work effected by the presence of the temple was this description given by the National Catholic News Service:



"… the three-story celestial room, stands as a symbol of the exalted state man may achieve through the gospel of Jesus Christ."



The news release goes on to describe the gospel principles practiced in the temple, including marriage for eternity, baptism for the dead, man's relationship to his Father in heaven, and the plan of salvation.



"In the temple which bears the Mormon name, Catholics and members of many other faiths will be getting a rare insight during the weeks ahead of how another religion is practiced. It will be a fascinating discovery," the release concludes.



Public interest in the new Washington Temple was so great that tickets for the tours were gone before the public tours actually began on September 17. Because of the demand for tickets, the original hours of 9 
A.M.–9 
P.M. were changed to 7:30 a.m.–10:30 p.m.



However, the heavy interest still continued, and another full week was added to the schedule for visitors to tour the temple. When the temple was finally closed to visitors on November 2, over 758,000 persons had toured the newest landmark in the Washington, D.C. area.



"This is a very impressive monument to man's aspirations," said Paul Cummings of Friendship, Maryland, after leaving the temple.



"My visit to the Mormon Temple was the most unique experience that I have had. It seems as though I could feel the reverence within the walls," said Milt Perry of Alexandria, Virginia. Mr. Perry is blind, and he visited the temple on one of the special tours conducted for blind persons.



Another blind visitor participated in the "tour by touch" and commented on the beauty and feel of the temple. "Even the oxen in the baptistry have unique personalities. All of them are different. There is a powerful and special spirit in the building," she said.



"Rich, plain, and simple, and all done in such good taste" were the remarks of Mrs. Sophie Parkhurst, Washington, D.C., after her visit. Her husband, Lewis Parkhurst, was impressed by the devotion of the Latter-day Saints he met on their visit, commenting that all Latter-day Saints seemed so tranquil.



The majority of temple visitors were from the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia areas, which is known as the Washington Metropolitan area. However, a survey of the parking lot indicated that approximately one-third of the visitors were from other parts of the country. Visitors from as far away as Australia signed cards at the temple indicating that they would like more information about the Church.



Tours of the temple were silent. Instead of a tour guide speaking, placards in each room briefly explained its purpose. The baptistry area was the last room on the tour. As guests left the temple, missionaries and other volunteers were available to answer questions and distribute Church literature.



"We have the best job because we see the people as they complete the tour and after they see the movie," said Iola Sabin of the temple missionary committee. "Very often a crowd leaves the movie, 'Man's Search for Happiness,' without a dry eye in the entire group," she said. Upon leaving the temple, visitors are given a card to fill out if they desire more information about the Church or the temple.



According to Elder Lee Yates, a missionary from Salt Lake City, 15 to 20 percent of the visitors returned the cards. "This is an impressive figure when it is considered that most persons who filled out cards brought their whole families with them," he said.



Every evening the cards were sorted at the Washington, D.C. Mission home and sent to the respective districts for followup. Many wards in the Washington, D.C. area reported receiving 25 inquiry cards each day. Many additional stake missionaries were called to handle the increased interest that resulted from the temple tours.



The cards often read: "It's magnificent. Thank you for allowing us to come." A man from York Haven, Pennsylvania, said, "It is beautiful and a great contribution to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ."



A man from Springfield, Virginia, wrote, "My wife and I are very much impressed with the magnificence of your building which we think symbolizes your good will."



Every day during public tours the parking lots were filled with a steady stream of visitors. The heaviest crowds came on Saturdays, and on most of the Saturdays a double line formed from the temple annex back to the flagpole, almost 500 feet away.



More than 29,000 persons visited the temple on Saturday, October 29—a sunny, warm day. But even on windy days the crowds persisted. October 16 was a cool and rainy Wednesday, but 19,203 persons still came to view the temple.



At these busy times, most people willingly waited an hour before they could even enter the temple. The success of the temple tours can partially be attributed to more than 1,600 volunteers, who came from four Washington, D.C. area stakes and contributed days and hours at the temple as parking attendants, ushers, maintenance personnel, missionaries, and security personnel. Volunteers ranged from Rosel Hyde, former chairman of the Federal Communications Commission who was in charge of crowd control every Monday morning to Francis Miller, a senior at Winston Churchill High School in Potomac, Maryland, who served as a relief usher while she was investigating the Church.



Mondays at the temple were set aside as special tour days. School classes, churches, synagogues, and special interest clubs visited the temple on those days.



President Spencer W. Kimball dedicated the temple in services beginning November 19 at 9:30 
a.m. His dedicatory prayer was repeated at several services held until November 22.



More than 40,000 members of the Church took part in the dedicatory services. More than 4,000 tickets were distributed for each of ten sessions. Members were seated in the Solemn Assembly Room, the chapel, and the ordinance and sealing rooms.



Members of the Church from all across the temple district—the entire eastern half of the United States and eastern Canada—planned for months to attend the temple dedication.



Full coverage of the dedication and pictures of the interior of the temple will be published in the February issue of the 
Ensign.



[photos] Photographs by Donald M. Jones



[photo] The temple looms mistily above the patiently waiting crowd of visitors.



[photo] Visitor, at right, receives literature about the temple.



[photo] The long lines of members and nonmembers waiting to tour the temple stretch past the landscaped grounds to the parking lot.



[photo] Under the canopy of the entrance, visitors make their way into the temple annex.



[photo] The number of visitors reached the half million mark on October 18 when a nonmember family, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Trowbridge DeRoache and their children from Baltimore, Maryland, entered the temple. Mrs. DeRoache's full name is Isabel Temple DeRoache.



New Mission Formed for Alaska, Yukon


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA—To facilitate the missionary activities in this vast area of the United States, a new mission has been formed by the First Presidency to include Alaska and the Yukon Territories.



The new Alaska Anchorage Mission, the 113th in the Church, was created from what was the Canada Vancouver Mission, previously known as the Alaska-British Columbia Mission, and even earlier as the Western Canadian Mission.



President Weston F. Killpack, formerly president of the Canada Vancouver Mission, has moved to Anchorage to head the new mission territory, while President E. Bruce Preece, formerly area director for the Department of Seminaries and Institutes in Bend, Oregon, has taken up residence in the Canada Vancouver Mission home. For President Preece this is a "return engagement" in Vancouver, where he served as area director for Seminaries and Institutes until his move to Oregon in the spring of this year.



Born in Vernal, Utah, President Preece is married to the former Nancy Glee Brighton. They have four children.



The Canada Vancouver Mission covers nearly all of British Columbia's 366,255 square miles, although the eastern edge of the province, including the Kootenany River Valley communities of Cranbrook and Kimberley, are included in the Canada Calgary Mission. In addition, there is the Vancouver British Columbia Stake within the overall mission area.



In Anchorage, the home of the new mission, and also in the Anchorage Alaska Stake, President Killpack administers an area of approximately 800,000 square miles, or the approximate equivalent of one-quarter of the continental United States.



These enormous areas brought about the creation of the new mission, a mission call for an expanded missionary force with proselyting into the Yukon as well.



Earlier this year five other new missions were created with headquarters in Sendai, Japan; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Cebu, Philippines; Pocatello, Idaho; and San Diego, California.



[image: map of Canada and Alaska]

Important Role of Music Stressed By First Presidency


Recognizing the value of music in the Church, the First Presidency recently challenged priesthood leaders to see that the Church music program be improved and become an even stronger part of Church meetings.



Especially emphasized in the statement is the desired involvement of youth in music, the development of ward choirs, and the use of hymns about the Restoration.



"For some time we have been concerned about both the quality and the quantity of music in the Church," their statement said. "Inspirational music contributes greatly to the spirituality of sacrament meetings and other Church meetings."



They noted that young people often don't sing in sacrament meetings and conferences, and they expressed concern that, "Many of our young people are growing up without becoming familiar with and learning to love the hymns of Zion."



Music is a possible addition in almost every phase of the gospel, beginning with the family singing in family home evening. Music can also be a special part of a family spiritual presentation on Fast Sunday.



Many auxiliary and ward meetings include congregational singing—but it can be supplemented by a ward choir. The Brethren are anxious that every ward and branch organize and perpetuate a choir that sings regularly in sacrament meetings. The First Presidency expressly asked that the choir give "preference to hymns of the Restoration which strengthen testimonies both through the lyrics and the music." They also pointed out that great fellowshiping and missionary success can result from involving inactive and nonmembers in a ward choir.



Special Interests Hold a First in Sweden


STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN The inspiring area general conference recently held in Stockholm, Sweden, for the Saints of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Finland was preceded by another first—a Swedish Special Interest conference, attended by Melchizedek Priesthood MIA adults from throughout Sweden.



Highlights of the two-day conference included an address given by Elder James E. Faust, Assistant to the Council of the Twelve and Managing Director of the Melchizedek Priesthood MIA, a boat tour, and sightseeing trips.



Planned to dovetail into the area general conference schedule, the conference provided an opportunity for approximately 80 Special Interest Saints to become better acquainted and to gain in strength from association with their Latter-day Saint peers.



[photo] Rain failed to deter the Saints, gathered together for the first Special Interest conference in Sweden, as they participated in the various activities.



LDS Women Gain National Recognition


Sister Florence S. Jacobsen, Church curator and formerly president of the Young Women's Mutual Improvement Association, was elected third vice president of the National Council of Women of the United States (NCW) at their 43rd biennial meeting of the board.



Sister Jacobsen will now head up the planning for the National Council's October 1975 conference, with the emphasis on responsible parenthood. At this year's meeting, held in October, Sister Jacobsen presented a report as chairman of the Council's standing committee on child and family.



She has been succeeded in this chairmanship by Sister Maren Mauritsen, dean of student counseling at Columbia University and a former YWMIA president in the New York New York Stake.



Sister Belle S. Spafford, former general president of the Relief Society and former president of the National Council of Women, was elected to continue as an honorary member of the national council's executive committee, and she presented the proposed revisions of the council's constitution. Sister Spafford chaired the committee responsible for revising the council's constitution, bylaws, and standing rules.



Also attending the meeting was Sister Ruth Hardy Funk, general president of Young Women, and Mayola R. Miltenberger, secretary-treasurer of the Relief Society.



[photo] Florence S. Jacobsen



[photo] Belle S. Spafford



Church Tax Division Created


Junior Wright Child, managing director of Church Welfare Services, has been named to direct a new tax accounting and reporting unit with the Church's Finance Department.



A new managing director of Welfare Services is expected to be named soon.



The growth of the Church internationally and the increasing complexity of tax laws have prompted the organization of the unit.



"With today's tax laws, every time wards buy or sell something, every time members give cash, commodities, or labor, every time the Church buys land or builds a new meetinghouse, there are tax questions to be answered," Brother Child said.



"We will work closely with the Church Legal Department and the Finance Department to make certain that the Church complies fully and correctly with the various tax laws that we are subject to," he added.



Brother Child is a certified public accountant and a specialist in tax law. A former president of the British South Mission, he has also served as a stake president, counselor in a stake presidency, member of a high council, and president of an elders quorum.



LDS Scene






First Church Site in Italy





Property for the first Church meetinghouse in Italy has been purchased in Pisa, Italy. The new meetinghouse will serve as a chapel for the Saints in Pisa and as district center for the Tuscany District. It will serve such cities as Livorno, Pistoia, and Florence.



Negotiations for the property were completed on July 27, 1974, and local Saints are already at work on projects for the building fund.







Name Change





The name of the Genealogical Research Center at Brigham Young University has been changed to BYU Family History Services. The name change was made to better distinguish the BYU facility from the Genealogical Society of the Church.



Family History Services is a nonprofit organization that performs genealogical research for individuals on a fee basis.







Top Award





Brigham Young University psychologist Dr. D. Eugene Thorne has been awarded a diploma in clinical psychology by the American Board of Professional Psychology.



He is the third BYU faculty member to receive this distinctive recognition from the ABPP. The other two are Dr. Allen E. Bergin and Dr. Robert J. Howell.







Counsel Given Sunday School Workers





The First Presidency has issued a four-point charge to Sunday School workers in the Church.



It was presented recently when the Sunday School general presidency made its report to the First Presidency and advisers from the Council of the Twelve.



President Spencer W. Kimball urged Sunday School workers to teach the following four principles:



1. Parents should lead, not merely send, their families to Sunday School.



2. Church members should bring their scriptures to Sunday School.



3. Teachers should depend on the scriptures and teach correct doctrine, utilizing the approved teachers' supplements and manuals, and taking care to avoid discussions of "mysteries" of the gospel.



4. Sunday School leaders must increase activation efforts so that all members of the Church may be edified and strengthened spiritually in Sunday School.







BYU Attracts Canadian Students





Among the many thousands of students currently enrolled at Brigham Young University, there are 441 from Canada, the largest Canadian contingent at any college or university in the United States.



Canadians also rank high in the total of international students at BYU. Altogether there are 1,057 students from 70 countries outside the United States enrolled at BYU.



Over half of the Canadians at BYU or Ricks College (Idaho) are from Alberta, where Latter-day Saint pioneers colonized almost 80 years ago.



The strength of the Canadian contingent at LDS colleges has been recognized in a survey conducted by the Canadian Embassy in Washington, D.C. A 1973 report showed that more than 9,600 Canadian citizens attended 700 United States universities and colleges, with 482 at BYU and 176 at Ricks in 1973.



The BYU figure was the highest by a large margin. The next highest number of Canadian student enrollment was 249 at the University of Washington.







Youth Symphony, Chorus Name New Officers





Salt Lake City's Mormon Youth Symphony and Chorus recently named new officers and created a new position following the appointment of Brother Jay E. Welch as director of the Tabernacle Choir.



Ray Furgeson will fill the newly created post of president, and Robert C. Bowden will succeed Brother Welch as director.



Brother Bowden was originally named as associate director of the Tabernacle Choir, but has been released from that position so that he might devote his full attention to the Youth Symphony and Chorus. He has formerly been associated with the youth group as assistant conductor and recording director.



Brother Furgeson recently moved to Utah from California, where he was a founder of the Grand Land Singers, a group for which he was also general manager. The California group has gained nation-wide acclaim and has garnered four Freedoms Foundation medals for the patriotic emphasis of its programs.







Christmas on Temple Square





Christmas on Temple Square will begin on December 9 this year with the annual community youth songfest.



The songfest on Temple Square marks commencement of several Christmas-related programs which bring thousands to Temple Square each December.



Rev. William H. McDougall, pastor of Salt Lake City's Roman Catholic Cathedral of the Madelaine, will be the featured speaker at the community program on December 9.



The Salt Lake Oratorio Society's presentation of George Frederick Handel's Messiah will be presented in the Tabernacle at 8 p.m. on Saturday, December 14, and at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 15.



The annual Christmas concert of the Mormon Youth Symphony and Chorus will be presented on December 17 and 18 at 8 p.m.



Last year's concert, conducted by Jay E. Welch, was videotaped for national release this Christmas.



This year Dr. Welch, in his new role as conductor of the Tabernacle Choir, will lead the performance of the Choir's annual Christmas offering on December 19 at 8 p.m. in the Tabernacle.



Salt Lake Valley's Primary children will present their annual Christmas program December 20 and 21 at 8 p.m. in the Tabernacle. The Primary program, presented entirely by young children, will be directed at the interests of young children.



More than 100,000 visitors are expected to come to Temple Square to see the depiction of Christ's birth and to listen to the sacred music of the Christmas season.



[photo] Temple Square nativity scene.



[photo] Christmas on Temple Square would not be complete without the Tabernacle Choir.



[photo] Mormon Youth Symphony and Chorus: a major attraction for Christmas on Temple Square.





Rights and Use Information  (Updated 2/21/2012)





By using this site, you agree to the conditions indicated below. If you disagree with any of the conditions, do not use this site. We reserve the right to change these conditions at any time, so please check for changes to these terms each time you use the site. Your continued use of the site following the posting of changes to these conditions means that you accept those changes.

Licenses and Restrictions

This site is owned and operated by Corporation of the President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. All material found at this site (including visuals, text, icons, displays, databases, media, and general information) is owned or licensed by us. You may view, download, and print material from this site only for your personal, noncommercial use unless otherwise indicated. In addition, materials may be reproduced by media personnel for use in traditional public news forums unless otherwise indicated. You may not post material from this site on another website or on a computer network without our permission. You may not transmit or distribute material from this site to other sites. You may not use this site or information found at this site (including the names and addresses of those who have submitted information) to sell or promote products or services or to solicit clients or for any other commercial purpose.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, we reserve sole discretion and right to deny, revoke, or limit use of this site, including reproduction of site content. It is not our responsibility, however, to determine what “fair use” means for persons wishing to use materials from this site. That remains wholly a responsibility of the user. Furthermore, we are not required to give additional source citations, nor to guarantee that the materials are cleared for alternate uses. Such responsibility also ultimately remains with the user. However, the Church maintains the right to prevent infringement of its materials and to interpret “fair use” as it understands the law.

Code of Conduct

You agree that you will not individually, or as part of any collective effort, submit or post information to this site that could be deemed harmful or offensive to other users, nor will you impersonate another user in order to hide your identity or implicate another in such actions. You agree to do nothing that might disrupt the flow of data to and from this site, impact the service or performance of this site, or circumvent any of the controls or usage rules that we have implemented. You understand that the result of harmful or offensive actions may include revocation of your right to use this site and legal action against you.

Linking

For your convenience, this site may contain links to websites operated by others. These sites are not maintained or controlled by us, and we are not responsible for their content. Although we have made a good faith effort to link only to tasteful, appropriate sites, some may contain inappropriate or objectionable material. If you find such material while using the site, please notify us immediately.

We believe that those who make information available on the Internet expect that it will be publicly and widely available. Therefore, we believe that linking to other sites is legally permissible and consistent with the expectations of those who use the Internet. However, if access to a particular site should be restricted, the site operator should promptly notify us.

Jurisdiction and Applicable Law

This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Utah, United States of America, as applied to agreements entered into and to be performed entirely within the state, without giving effect to any principles of conflicts of law. Any action you bring to enforce this agreement or any matters related to this site shall be brought in either the state or federal courts located in Salt Lake County, Utah, and you hereby consent and submit to the personal jurisdiction of such courts for the purposes of litigating any such action. If any provision of this agreement is unlawful, void, or unenforceable in whole or in part, the remaining provisions shall not be affected, unless we determine that the invalid or unenforceable provision is an essential term to the agreement, in which case we may at our sole discretion amend the agreement.

Limitations of Liability

We are not liable for any special or consequential damages resulting from your use of, or your inability to use, the materials in this site or any linked site, including, but not limited to, lost profits, business interruption, and loss of programs or other data on your information handling system. In no event shall our total liability to you for all damages, losses, and causes of action exceed the amount paid by you, if any, for accessing this site or any linked site.

Disclaimers

THE MATERIALS AT THIS SITE AND ANY LINKED SITE ARE PROVIDED “AS IS” AND WITHOUT WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMISSIBLE PURSUANT TO APPLICABLE LAW, WE DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF TITLE AND IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. WE DO NOT WARRANT THAT THE FUNCTIONS CONTAINED AT THIS SITE WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED OR ERROR FREE, THAT DEFECTS WILL BE CORRECTED, OR THAT THIS SITE OR THE SERVER THAT MAKES IT AVAILABLE ARE FREE OF VIRUSES OR OTHER HARMFUL COMPONENTS.

Trademarks

“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,” “Liahona,” “Book of Mormon,” and “Mormon” are trademarks of Intellectual Reserve, Inc.

Questions and Copyright Requests

For further assistance or information regarding Church copyrighted materials, you may contact the Church's Intellectual Property Office at:

Phone: 801-240-3959 or 1-800-453-3860, ext. 2-3959

Fax: 801-240-1187

E-mail: cor-intellectualproperty@ldschurch.org

To request use of Church copyrighted material, please complete the appropriate form that pertains to your request:

For general requests: Copyright Request Form

For material to be used in a manuscript: Copyright Request—Manuscript Form

For the creation of musical arrangements: Copyright Request—Music Arrangement Form

The request form and any other needed material as outlined in the request form may be sent to:

Attention: Licensing

Intellectual Property Office

50 East North Temple Street

Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-0018

You may also fax or e-mail the form to the fax number or e-mail address listed above.

Note: The approximate time frame for receiving a reply for a noncommercial request is two to four weeks; commercial requests require approximately four to six weeks.

Effective date: February 21, 2012




© 2012 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.



Privacy Policy (Updated 2/1/2012)







The privacy of your personal information is important to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and our affiliated legal entities (referred to in this policy collectively as “the Church,” “we,” “us,” and similar terms). This Privacy Policy is intended to be a general statement that describes how we collect, use, and process personal information you provide on our websites or Internet applications (referred to as “sites”). We strive to collect, use, and disclose personal information in a manner consistent with the laws of the countries in which we collect personal information. This Privacy Policy applies to this site, which is owned and operated by the Corporation of the President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the Corporation of the Presiding Bishop of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, or FamilySearch International (as noted specifically on the first page of the website).

In selected jurisdictions, the Church-affiliated entities may adopt unique Privacy Policy provisions to reflect the requirements of applicable local laws. When a separate provision is deemed necessary, we will provide you with an additional notice.

You can visit most of our sites without providing any personal information. When personal information is requested, we adhere to the following privacy principles regarding how we collect, use, disclose, transfer, and store your information.

Privacy Practices

1. Information Collection. When you create an LDS Account directly or through a FamilySearch site, register an account on one of our sites, add profile information, or take other similar actions, we may collect or obtain from you or your membership records (if applicable) information including, but not limited to, your name, address, e-mail address, phone number, photo, contact or profile preferences, and Church unit information.   

We may also collect information your Internet device or web browser sends whenever you visit one of our sites, including an Internet Protocol address.

2. Use of Personal Information. We may use the personal information you provide to (a) allow us to contact you, (b) fulfill requests you make, (c) seek your voluntary feedback on website features or content, or (d) help fulfill our mission.

We may also use your personal information for internal purposes, including auditing, data analysis, system troubleshooting, and research.

In addition, we may use both the personal information you provided and the information your web browser sends (see section 10 below) in order to detect users who appear to be causing harm to our sites or in order to personalize users’ experiences on our sites.    

If your information will be used for any purpose besides those outlined above, we will specifically inform you and obtain your consent, if legally required.

From time to time, we may also make you aware of options to opt out of using or opt in to use certain features.

3. Use of Church Membership Information. If you are a member of the Church, your general membership information (for example, name, address, and phone number) and other optional information you may choose to provide (for example, email address, photo, and so forth) may be shared with Church members in your ward or branch and stake or district for internal Church purposes with your prior consent if your consent is legally required. Some of your information may also be viewable on a limited and restricted basis on our Internet sites, including LDS.org. You may opt out of sharing information or limit the optional information you share by modifying your profile preferences on individual sites.

In addition, your membership information, including your personal contact information, may be shared with Church leadership for internal Church purposes.

4. Content Submissions. On some of our sites you may provide your own content and comments in selected areas. Some of your submissions are intended to be private and not viewable by others (for example, personal online notes, journaling, or similar features). However, other content submissions may be intended to be publically available and viewable by others (for example, written testimonials or online comments in selected areas of our sites).

In instances where your content submissions will be made publically available or shared with other third parties, we will ask for your express agreement either at the time you create a separate profile (for example,  mormon.org or familysearch.org) or at the time you upload content (for example, when you upload video clips or genealogy information). We recommend that you use caution when providing content intended to be viewed publically and that you avoid posting information that could cause harm or injury, or risk of harm or injury, to yourself or others.

All types of content submissions you provide will be stored either on our systems or the systems of our affiliates or third parties (as defined in section 7A below). While industry standards are used to safeguard your submissions from unauthorized access, disclosure, or modification (as defined in section 8 below), we cannot guarantee complete privacy and we may, in some instances, choose or be legally required to disclose such information to third parties as outlined in section 7 of this policy.

Though we are under no obligation to monitor your content submissions, we reserve the right to do so at our sole discretion. We also reserve the right to block or remove any content we deem inappropriate, obscene, lewd, lascivious, filthy, violent, harassing, defamatory, libelous, tortious, illegal, threatening, or otherwise objectionable, regardless of whether it was intended to be private or public. Since we do not review all content submitted through every feature on every site, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to take protective measures in the event you provide content disclosing information about a person who is a victim of harm or abuse or is at risk of becoming a victim of harm or abuse.

When we become aware of content that we consider to be offensive or that could compromise the privacy of your personal or confidential information or that of another person, we will make a good-faith effort to block or remove such content.  

5. Retention. We retain collected personal information and submissions for a reasonable period of time to fulfill the collection purpose and then delete it from our records, with the exception of limited historical profile information, general genealogy records, and membership information retained as part of a permanent genealogical or Church historical record.

6. Access . We endeavor to maintain the accuracy of personal information and rely on you to ensure your personal information is complete and accurate. You may verify, correct, or remove your personal information through your website-specific registration, through your profile, or through your LDS Account, where applicable.

If you are a Church member, some of your personal information may be updated only by making changes to your Church membership record. Such changes must be made by contacting the clerk in your Church unit and requesting the change. If you experience problems with modifying or updating your personal information, you can contact us by sending an e-mail to DataPrivacyOfficer@ldschurch.org. Upon receiving your e-mail message, we will do our best to provide you with a response within 30 days. If we cannot honor your request within the 30-day period or cannot provide you access to the requested information, we will explain why.

7. Information Sharing and Disclosure. We regard your personal information as confidential and do not sell it to anyone. We do not share your personal information with other parties except in the following circumstances (or in other instances where we specifically inform you and obtain your prior consent):

A. Third-Party Providers. We may provide personal information to third parties for their use in performing internal functions on our behalf (for example, payment processing, maintenance, security, data analysis, hosting, and so forth). In such instances, the providers will be contractually required to protect personal information from additional use (including for marketing purposes) or transfer in accordance with this Privacy Policy and industry standards.

B. Church Entities. We may transfer personal information to any Church-affiliated entity to accomplish Church purposes. For membership information transfers from the European Union, we rely on standard clause agreements between Church entities in compliance with European Union requirements. For online submissions of personal information, we deem an individual’s submission to be an affirmative act, indicating informed consent to the processing of the data as well as informed consent to allow the transborder data transfer to the United States of America, where applicable, for the purposes for which it was provided.

C. Legal Requirements. We may access and disclose your personal information, posts, journal entries, online chats, personal notes, content, or other submissions to any website if we have a good-faith belief that doing so is required by a subpoena or other judicial or administrative order or otherwise required by law. Additionally, we may disclose your personal information and other information where we, in good faith, deem it appropriate or necessary to prevent a violation of our other agreements; to take precautions against liability; to protect the rights, property, or safety of the site, of any individual, or of the general public; to maintain and protect the security and integrity of our services or infrastructure; to protect ourselves and our services from fraudulent, abusive, or unlawful uses; to investigate and defend ourselves against third-party claims or allegations; or to assist government law enforcement agencies.

8. Protection of Information . We use technical and organizational measures to protect the personal information we receive against loss, misuse, and unauthorized alteration and to protect its confidentiality. We regularly review our security procedures and consider appropriate new security technology and methods. We also use current encryption technology to encrypt the transmission of data on our log-in pages. However, because we cannot guarantee the complete security of these encryption technologies, please use caution when submitting personal information online.

9. Third-Party Data . Where local law permits, you may submit personal information, including contact information about someone other than yourself (in other words, a third party) to allow us to make contact with that person, make a delivery, or otherwise meet your request. The information collected will be used solely to facilitate your request. When providing personal information about anyone other than yourself, you must first obtain the other person’s informed consent if his or her consent is legally required.

If you or someone else has provided us with your personal contact information and you would like to request that we do not contact you further, please follow the unsubscribe or opt-out procedures provided on the specific site, newsletter, e-mail notification, or the like.

10. Passive Data Collection: Tracking Technologies, Cookies, and Clear GIFs. When you visit any of our sites, our servers or filtering systems may collect information that your web browser sends any time you visit a website. This information may include but is not limited to your browser type, your operating system, your language preference, any referring web page you were visiting before you came to our site, the date and time of each visitor request, and information you search for on our sites.

We also use cookies and clear GIFs to collect information. A cookie is a small bit of data used to transfer information to either your computer’s hard drive or your web browser for record-keeping purposes. A cookie serves as a sort of label that allows our sites to recognize your web browser when you return to our sites.  A clear GIF (also known as a web beacon) is used in combination with cookies to help us understand how visitors interact with our sites. A clear GIF is typically a transparent graphic image placed on a website. The use of clear GIFs allows us to monitor your actions when you open a web page and makes it easier for us to follow and record the activities of recognized browsers. For example, using clear GIFs, we can track the path of page visits on a website and monitor aggregate usage and web traffic routing on our sites.

We collect this information to better understand how you use and interact with our sites in order to improve your experience. We may also share this information with our employees, contractors, service providers, and affiliated entities as defined in section 7.

You can change your web browser settings to stop accepting cookies or to prompt you before accepting a cookie from the sites you visit. If you do not accept cookies, however, you may not be able to use some sections or functions of our sites.

11. Policy Compliance and Questions Regarding the Privacy of Personal Information. We have a data privacy officer who helps ensure compliance with this Privacy Policy and answers questions about data privacy or security issues. This officer also helps educate Church employees concerning compliance. Inquiries concerning this Privacy Policy or the security of personal information that we process may be sent through e-mail, fax, or mail to the following:

E-mail:             DataPrivacyOfficer@ldschurch.org

Fax:                 1-801-240-1187

Address:          Data Privacy Office

                       50 E. North Temple St.

                       Salt Lake City, UT 84150-0018

12. Children's Privacy . We do not knowingly collect information from children under the age of 13 on most of our sites. Any of our sites that collect children’s information will do so only with the prior express and informed consent of the child’s parent or guardian in compliance with applicable law. We strongly recommend that minors under the age of 18 ask their parents for permission before sending any personal information to anyone over the Internet, and we encourage parents to teach their children about safe Internet use practices.

13. Third-Party Links . We are not responsible for the privacy practices or content of any third-party sites. For your own protection, you should review the policies of other sites to ensure they meet your personal privacy expectations.

14. Future Changes to Privacy Policy. We regularly review this Privacy Policy and may change, modify, add, or remove portions as needed. If we change this Privacy Policy in ways that affect how we use your personal information, we will notify you here or in a notice on our home page. We will also update the revision date at the bottom of the Privacy Policy. We encourage you to check this Privacy Policy from time to time to remain informed of any changes.

Effective Date

This version of the Privacy Policy became effective on February 01, 2012.

© 2012 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.
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